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Chapter I. THE SOCIALIST PERSPECTIVE 


After the rout of German fascism 
and Japanese militarism the world¬ 
wide historical process of social lib¬ 
eration, which began in 1917 with 
the Great October Revolution in 
Russia, was marked by the over¬ 
throw of the power of exploiters 
in several countries in Europe and 
Asia and then, America. Socialism 
has turned into a world system, 
asserting itself on vast expanses of 
the earth. More and more nations 
are losing their confidence in cap¬ 
italism; they do not wish to as¬ 
sociate their prospects of develop¬ 
ment with it and are persistently 
searching for and finding ways of 
socialist transformation of their 
countries. 

Socialist countries represent to- 
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day a powerful international formation, they pos¬ 
sess a highly-developed economy, a considerable 
scientific base, and a reliable military-political po¬ 
tential. World socialism accounts for more than 
one-third of the world’s population; it includes 
dozens of countries and peoples advancing along a 
path that reveals in every way the intellectual and 
moral wealth of man and society. A new way 
of life has taken shape, based on the princi¬ 
ples of socialist justice, in which there are neither 
oppressors nor the oppressed, neither exploiters 
nor the exploited, in which power belongs to the 
people. Its distinctive features are collectivism 
and comradely mutual assistance, triumph of the 
ideas of freedom, unbreakable unity between the 
rights and duties of every member of society, 
the dignity of the individual, and true human¬ 
ism. 

This book deals with the emergence and de¬ 
velopment of the world socialist system, the bas¬ 
ic principles underlying the mutual relations of 
the states comprising it, and its accumulated his¬ 
torical experience. 


Historical Inevitability of Socialism 

The entire history of human society is a his¬ 
tory of its ascent to ever higher levels of prog¬ 
ress. The movement of society from the prim- 
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itive communal system to the slave-owning, 
from the slave-owning to the feudal, from the 
feudal to the capitalist takes place on the basis 
of objective laws that operate independently of 
the will or wish of people. Now the process 
of transition from capitalism to socialism is gain¬ 
ing in strength throughout our planet. 

In its time capitalism played a progressive 
role in the development of civilisation. However 
it has long since exhausted its historical possi¬ 
bilities, turning into a force that impedes social 
progress. The conflict between the greatly in¬ 
creased productive forces and capitalist pro¬ 
duction relations is becoming ever more acute. 

The inner instability of the economy is grow¬ 
ing, which is seen in the slowing down of the 
overall rates of its growth, in the intertwining 
and deepening of cyclical and structural crises. 
Mass unemployment and inflation have become 
a chronic disease, and budget deficits and state 
debts have reached a colossal scale. 

The strengthening of transnational corpora¬ 
tions, which make huge profits by exploiting 
working people on a world scale, is a direct 
result of capitalist concentration and internation¬ 
alisation of production. They not only under¬ 
mine the sovereignty of newly free states, but 
also encroach on the national interests of devel¬ 
oped capitalist countries. 

The monopoly bourgeoisie is constantly ma- 
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noeuvring in an attempt to adjust itself to the 
changing situation. A capitalist state tries to 
place at its service the latest achievements in 
science and technology. The mechanism of ex¬ 
ploitation has become more complex, more so¬ 
phisticated. The skills, intellectual powers and the 
energy of the worker are being exploited for gain¬ 
ing more and more profit. 

With the growing influence of world socialism, 
the class struggle of working people at times 
compels the capitalists to make partial conces¬ 
sions, to agree to certain improvements as regards 
working conditions, remuneration for work and 
social security. This is being done to preserve 
the main thing the domination of capital. Such 
manoeuvring, however, is being increasingly 
combined with violent actions, with a direct as¬ 
sault by the monopolies and the bourgeois state 
on the living standards of working people. 

Under capitalism the scientific and technolog¬ 
ical revolution has grave social consequences. 
Millions of working people, thrown out of the 
factory gates, are doomed to losing their skills 
and to material hardships, and can have no con¬ 
fidence in the future. A considerable proportion 
of young people cannot find application for their 
energy and knowledge and suffer from the hope¬ 
lessness of their condition. Mass unemploy¬ 
ment remains regardless of the economic situa¬ 
tion. 
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The monopolies have seized the dominant po¬ 
sitions in the agrarian sector of the economy. 
Large numbers of farmers are being forced out 
of the production sphere while those who sur¬ 
vive do so at the cost of excessive work and pri¬ 
vations. The plight of the peasantry is espe¬ 
cially grave in former colonies and semi-colo¬ 
nies. The small and middle businessmen in 
cities are being increasingly exploited by big 
capital and are caught in the net of financial 
dependence. 

Even in the most developed capitalist coun¬ 
tries a great number of people are deprived, 
homeless, illiterate and without medical care. 
Shameful discrimination against ethnic minori¬ 
ties persists and the rights of women are in¬ 
fringed upon. 

A tendency towards an all-round intensifica¬ 
tion of reaction is characteristic of imperialism 
in the political field. Wherever the working 
people have achieved certain democratic rights 
as a result of determined struggle, state-monop¬ 
oly capitalism is conducting a persistent, at 
times cunningly camouflaged offensive against 
those rights. In situations that pose a danger 
to state-monopoly capitalism, it resorts without 
hesitation to political blackmail, repression, ter¬ 
ror and punitive actions. When the usual forms 
of suppressing working people fail, imperialism 
implants and backs tyrannic regimes in order 
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directly to suppress progressive forces by military 
means. 

The inhumane ideology of modern capitalism 
is inflicting ever greater damage on the spirit¬ 
ual world of people. The cult of individualism, 
violence and permissiveness, rabid anti-commu¬ 
nism and exploitation of culture as a source of 
profit give rise to spiritual callousness, to mor¬ 
al degradation. Imperialism has given rise to 
large-scale crime and terrorism that have en¬ 
gulfed capitalist society. Ever more pernicious 
is the role of the bourgeois mass media which 
befuddle people in the interests of the ruling 
class. 

A way out of the impasse into which capi¬ 
talism has led the peoples consists in the tran¬ 
sition to socialist forms of social life. This is 
an inevitable prospect not only for the coun¬ 
tries that have reached a high stage of capi¬ 
talism, but also for peoples that have been lib¬ 
erated from the colonial yoke and have taken 
the road of independent development. The ex¬ 
perience of a number of newly free countries 
confirms that in present-day conditions, with 
the existing world alignment of forces, the former¬ 
ly enslaved peoples have greater possibilities for 
rejecting capitalism and for building their fu¬ 
ture without exploiters, in the interests of the 
working people. 
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Scientific and Unscientific Concepts 
of Socialism 

There exist different views on what a social¬ 
ist society should be like and the ways of achiev¬ 
ing it. Countries which have built a new so¬ 
ciety were guided by the theories of scientific 
socialism worked out by K. Marx and F. Engels 
and further developed in the works of 
V. I. Lenin. This theory, which has been con¬ 
firmed by the rich practice of many peoples, 
determines also such basic features of the new 
society as public ownership of the means of pro¬ 
duction, the absence of exploitation of man by 
man, crises and unemployment, and a planned 
and speedy development of the productive forces. 
Heavy machine production forms the mate¬ 
rial and technical base of socialism. The aim of 
social production is to raise the well-being of 
the people and the all-round development of 
each member of society. 

Socialist society is made up of working people: 
the working class, cooperated peasantry and in¬ 
telligentsia. The leading role is played by the 
working class and its vanguard - the Marxist-Len- 
inist party. Socialism represents the highest form 
of democracy, ensures political freedom for the 
working people, guarantees the social rights and 
equality of nations and nationalities. 

In accordance with the theory of scientific 
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socialism, the transition from capitalism to so¬ 
cialism takes place in a revolutionary manner, 
as a result of fundamental changes in the po¬ 
litical, economic and spiritual life and embraces 
a more or less prolonged period of time. The ex¬ 
perience of socialist construction has brought to 
light the general regularities of this process, 
which are repeated in this or that form in all 
countries accomplishing a revolution. 

At the basis of the theory of scientific so¬ 
cialism lies a simple premise that is understand¬ 
able to everyone: for the satisfaction of his 
vital needs man must, with the aid of tools, 
change objects of nature, that is, he must work. 
And it is not a question of whether the indi¬ 
viduals are European, African, Christian or Mos¬ 
lem, but of the man in general, any man. 
Work is always a collective activity. In the proc¬ 
ess of work people enter into definite relations 
of production, which determine all other social 
relations. The development of production leads 
to changes in the relations of production. Soci¬ 
ety passes from one stage to another. It is nec¬ 
essary to call attention to the fact that the 
theory of scientific socialism is international, com¬ 
mon to all peoples. 

Along with scientific socialism there exist no 
few unscientific teachings of socialism that are 
unconnected with the real processes of social 
development. While rejecting capitalism, these 
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teachings, however, fail to give a correct idea of 
the society that is destined to replace it. So 
there appeared, for instance, “feudal socialism”, 
whose representatives, expressing dissatisfaction 
with the bourgeoisie, advocate a “socialist” so¬ 
ciety where the old, pre-bourgeois feudal order 
will prevail. There is also a “petty-bourgeois 
socialism”-the teaching of educated representa¬ 
tives of the petty bourgeoisie, who are persecut¬ 
ed by the big bourgeoisie. They see socialism 
as a society dominated by petty private prop¬ 
erty in the form of small-scale industrial en¬ 
terprises and agricultural production. 

A right-wing, opportunistic socialist philoso¬ 
phy whose authors attempt to represent social¬ 
ism as a society that gradually, without a rev¬ 
olution, matures inside capitalism, a society with¬ 
out public ownership of the means of pro¬ 
duction, without the state power of the work¬ 
ing people, without national planning, etc., has 
also gained currency. This is called “democrat¬ 
ic socialism”. This socialism is essentially no dif¬ 
ferent from capitalism. The left-wing, opportu¬ 
nistic concepts of socialism perceive socialism 
from another extreme. Socialism, in their view, 
is a society where everything is held in com¬ 
mon-means of production, personal items, flats, 
wives, children, etc. All members of such a 
society have an equal standard of living. They 
are strictly subordinated in all their actions to 
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the chief committee, which wields absolute, un¬ 
restricted power. 

Over the past decades, particularly in newly 
free Asian and African countries, different va¬ 
rieties of “national socialism” have won accept¬ 
ance. This “national socialism” is linked to an 
exaggerated notion of the significance in social 
development of national customs, religious feel¬ 
ings, social structures and relations evolved in 
the past, the historical distinction of the Asian 
and African peoples. 

The concept of “national socialism” is based 
on the notion of the antithesis, the fundamental 
incompatibility of the “East” and “West”, “east¬ 
ern” and “western” cultures. From the view¬ 
point of representatives of “national socialism”, 
“eastern”, “African” or “Asian” culture has a 
human orientation, here man stands at the centre 
of all relations. Man serves as the criterion of 
all values and norms of social life. The human 
factors of culture are expressed, in their view, 
in a “spirit of solidarity”, “feeling of brother¬ 
hood”, “cordiality”, “capacity for compassion, 
mutual understanding”, all people here are deep¬ 
ly religious, and their common belief unites them, 
leads to goodness, love, forgiveness, etc. “West¬ 
ern” culture, on the other hand, is usually iden¬ 
tified with bourgeois culture and the Western 
lifestyle-with a bourgeois lifestyle. Refuting cap¬ 
italism, and rejecting the relations imposed by 
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imperialism, representatives of “national social¬ 
ism” extend these justified feelings to all western 
culture, and western life as a whole. The West, 
in their opinion, spells rationality, the exploi¬ 
tation of man and nature, a tendency towards 
violence, personal advantage. 

All this determines the fact that, on the one 
hand, progressive functionaries in the liberated 
countries accept socialism as a social system that 
refutes capitalism, and brings the country inde¬ 
pendence and freedom, while, on the other, they 
strive to create a kind of socialism that would 
differ fundamentally from “European, western 
socialism”. The varieties of “national socialism” 
depend on which national feature, custom or 
tradition is absolutised by the authors of the 
concept. Thus there appear “African socialism”, 
“Asian socialism”, “Arabian socialism”, “Islamic 
socialism”, “Buddhist socialism”, etc. 

Such teachings, which proclaim the need to 
wage a struggle against capitalism and colo¬ 
nialism, and for the restructuring of the social 
life of the former colonial peoples, bear a posi¬ 
tive charge. However the progressivity of such 
teachings is historically limited, and nowhere 
have they been able to form the basis of success¬ 
ful struggle for deep-going social changes, for 
genuine independence and freedom. 





Chapter II. SOCIALIST REVOLUTIONS IN 
EUROPE, ASIA AND LATIN 
AMERICA 


The abolition of capitalist social 
relations and the building of a 
new, socialist society is a histori¬ 
cally drawn out process. It begins 
with the revolutionary action of 
the working masses, which is di¬ 
rectly aimed at overthrowing the 
state power of the bourgeoisie and 
establishing the power of the work¬ 
ing people. Relying on their pow¬ 
er, the workers and peasants, all 
working people and the progres¬ 
sive intelligentsia seek changes in 
the sphere of economy, socio-politi¬ 
cal relations and culture. 


Socialist Revolution 

A socialist revolution does not 
occur suddenly, out of the blue, 
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but is the result of the historical development 
of a given country. What are the prerequisites 
that give rise to a socialist revolution? 

First, these are objective prerequisites which 
reflect the crisis of capitalist society. They in¬ 
clude an acute aggravation of the contradic¬ 
tions of capitalism, government crisis of the rul¬ 
ing class, when its methods of administering 
the country become untenable; unbearable crit¬ 
ical manifestation of the social hardships of the 
working people, their unwillingness to live in 
the old way, the sharp increase of their social 
activity. 

However the existence of objective prerequi¬ 
sites for a revolution does not signify that it will 
occur. Only a combination of objective and 
subjective prerequisites leads to a revolution. It 
is a matter of the working masses’ readiness 
consciously to wage revolutionary battles to 
change the existing order, to improve their 
life; the existence of a mature, experienced po¬ 
litical vanguard of the working class capable of 
ensuring leadership of the revolutionary struggle. 

To the subjective moments should be added 
also the leaders’ ability soberly and objectively 
to assess whether or not there exist all the 
essential conditions for the beginning and trium¬ 
phant conclusion of a revolution. Any attempt 
to spur the working masses to revolutionary ac¬ 
tions without the existence of the necessary con- 
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ditions for its successful development is adven¬ 
turism, which can only result in senseless sacri¬ 
fices. 

Who accomplishes a revolution? The social 
forces having an interest in it. The working 
masses constitute such a force. These are workers 
and peasants, who are joined by the petty bour¬ 
geoisie and intelligentsia. Who should play the 
leading role in this mass? It should be played 
by the class that is the most cohesive, socially 
united, which poses goals that, in the final count, 
are beneficial for all. Such a class is the work¬ 
ing class, led by its forward-looking contin¬ 
gent the Marxist-Leninist political party. 

A socialist revolution may be accomplished 
by either peaceful or non-peaceful means de¬ 
pending on the actual circumstances and the 
alignment of the revolutionary forces, in partic¬ 
ular on the character of resistance of the rul¬ 
ing classes. In principle the working people 
always strive to ensure a peaceful socialist rev¬ 
olution, but the bourgeoisie resorts to military 
force to preserve its domination. 

One possible way of achieving a peaceful 
development of a socialist revolution is that of 
the wide use of diverse democratic freedoms 
and institutions (parliament, for example). How¬ 
ever, even in this case it is not impossible 
that, at a given stage in the hitherto peaceful 
development of the revolution, the working 
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masses will have to take up arms. This may hap¬ 
pen when the ruling circles, discarding demo¬ 
cratic principles, resort to violent resistance, to 
armed suppression of the revolutionary move¬ 
ment. The Marxist-Leninist proposition that the 
ruling classes will not relinquish power volun¬ 
tarily has been historically confirmed. Hence the 
overthrow of the ruling classes is always, in 
effect, compulsory. However, the forms of this 
compulsion may vary depending on the align¬ 
ment of class forces and, primarily, the char¬ 
acter of the resistance of the classes that are 
being overthrown. 

A revolution may begin in different forms, 
depending on the actual situation, but its suc¬ 
cess depends to a decisive degree on the sup¬ 
port of the working people headed by the work¬ 
ing class. 

Socialism can be achieved only by the broad 
masses. 

Transition Period 


Socialist revolution begins with a transitional 
period from capitalism to socialism, or the pe¬ 
riod of socialist construction. Like social devel¬ 
opment as whole, socialist construction is char¬ 
acterised by definite general features. The ex¬ 
perience of seven decades of building socialism 
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has shown that these features are: the power 
of working people, with the working class 
playing the leading role; guidance of society’s 
development by the Communist Party armed 
with the ideology of scientific socialism; establish¬ 
ment of social ownership of the basic means of 
production and on this basis the planned growth 
of the economy in the interests of the people; 
implementation of the principle “From each ac¬ 
cording to his ability, to each according to his 
work”; development of socialist democracy; 
equality and friendship of all nations and na¬ 
tionalities; and defence of revolutionary gains 
from encroachments by class enemies. 

The use of the general laws in the specific 
conditions of each of the socialist countries forms 
the basis of their confident advance, the 
overcoming of the growing pains and the resolv¬ 
ing in good time of contradictions that arise; 
it is a real contribution of the ruling Commu¬ 
nist parties to the general process of socialist de¬ 
velopment. 

The general features of the transition from 
capitalism to socialism manifest themselves differ¬ 
ently in different countries. Countries differ in 
the level of their economic and cultural devel¬ 
opment, in historical and national specifics, in 
their traditions, the alignment of class forces, and 
the international conditions in which they are 
building socialism. All this finds expression in a 
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variety of concrete forms and methods, in the 
duration, rate and intensity of socialist transfor¬ 
mation. 

Socialist Construction in the USSR 

The first socialist revolution occurred in 
Russia in 1917. The working class came to 
power through armed struggle, overthrowing the 
bourgeois-landowner government. As a whole 
the process of transition of power into the hands 
of the working people took place through both 
peaceful and non-peaceful means and lasted for 
several months. However later the local counter¬ 
revolution with the support of foreign inter¬ 
ventionists launched a prolonged Civil War, 
which concluded with the victory of Soviet 
power in 1922. 

The specifics of the revolutionary process in 
Russia was manifested in a number of impor¬ 
tant aspects. Great importance attached to the 
use of a new form of state power-the So¬ 
viets of Workers’, Peasants’ and Soldiers’ Dep¬ 
uties. The Soviets had already appeared in 
1905, during the bourgeois-democratic revolu¬ 
tion, -as bodies of armed uprising, created by 
the revolutionary working masses. At first only 
workers were represented, but with the devel¬ 
opment of the class struggle the Soviets began 
to rely increasingly on the broad masses. Replac- 
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ing the system of bourgeois power, the So¬ 
viets became reliable bodies of the dictator¬ 
ship of the proletariat. 

The character of the working people’s revo¬ 
lutionary activity was determined largely by the 
socio-political position of the Russian bour¬ 
geoisie and big landowners. On the one hand, 
the bourgeoisie, particularly its government, was 
extremely reactionary and waged an active 
struggle to retain the state power it seized 
in the February 1917 bourgeois-democratic rev¬ 
olution. On the other hand, the Russian 
bourgeoisie was weak on the economic and 
political planes. The backwardness of Russian 
capitalism compared to the developed capitalist 
countries, and its dependence on foreign capital 
determined the Russian bourgeoisie’s frailty, cow¬ 
ardice and lack of experience. In compar¬ 
ison to the bourgeoisie’s state and political 
leadership, the leaders of the socialist revolu¬ 
tion and the working people’s Marxist-Leninist 
party had a higher level of general education, 
greater experience in waging political and ideo¬ 
logical struggle, and better knowledge of the strat¬ 
egy and tacdcs needed to organise large masses 
of people. This was an important circumstance 
determining the outcome of the class struggle 
in favour of the working people. 

The specifics of the socialist revolution in 
Russia were also determined by external condi- 
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tions. The revolution took place during an impe¬ 
rialist war, Russia’s participation in which 
aroused wide-spread dissatisfaction in the coun¬ 
try. The workers and peasants, and also the 
mass of the soldiers (the same workers and 
peasants wearing a soldier’s overcoat) actively 
supported the revolution, which from the outset 
proclaimed Russia’s withdrawal from the war. 
On October 26, the day after the overthrow 
of the bourgeois government, the Decree on 
Peace was proclaimed, which said that “war 
is the greatest crime against humanity”. 

Socialist construction in Russia took place in 
an extremely complex and difficult situation. 
It was the first and for years the only country 
that had taken the road of fundamental social 
transformations. Economically Russia was a rel¬ 
atively backward country. The transition to 
socialism was implemented within a multi- 
structural economy. It contained elements of 
five socio-economic structures: 1) patriarchal 
(i. e., largely a natural peasant economy); 
2) small-commodity production; 3) private capi¬ 
talist; 4) state capitalist; 5) socialist. 

The basis of the socialist economy was laid 
in conditions of extensive devastation caused by 
World War I and the Civil War. A colossal 
effort was required by all conscious workers 
and peasants to restore the economy and establish 
elementary order. 
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In these conditions the Soviet government 
had to introduce the so-called war communism 
an economic policy that subordinated the 
entire economy to the needs of the Civil War 
and defence of the socialist revolution from 
internal and external enemies. The key measures 
of the “war communism” were, besides the 
earlier implemented nationalisation of all large- 
scale industry, nationalisation of medium and 
an insignificant number of small enterprises. 
The whole of industry, whose management was 
centralised, worked for defence. All surplus grain 
and other agricultural products (except the quan¬ 
tity required by the peasants for food and sowing) 
were confiscated. Private trade was banned. 
The gains of the socialist revolution were saved 
thanks to these extraordinary “war communism” 
measures. 

The “war communism” period continued from 
1918 to 1921. After foreign intervention had 
been repulsed and the Civil War ended, the 
Communist Party went over from “war commu¬ 
nism” to the New Economic Policy (NEP). 
This policy permitted the use of private capi¬ 
tal—primarily in small and medium enterprises— 
to restore the economy. Excessive centralisation 
of management was eliminated in industry, and 
enterprises were given more economic, including 
marketing, independence. The NEP led to a 
certain stimulation of capitalist elements; how- 
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ever control over all economic activity was 
in the hands of the state of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. 

The socialist sector of the economy grew 
stronger, and the Soviet Union launched its 
industrialisation programme, i.e., the planned 
development of large-scale, and in particular 
heavy, industry, aimed at creating the material 
and technical base of socialism. Collectivisation- 
the transformation of small individual peasant 
holdings into large farms through cooperation 
was begun in agriculture. The state extended 
substantial aid to the collective farms providing 
credits, machinery, tax exemption, etc. 

Simultaneously a cultural revolution was de¬ 
veloping in the country. Its specifics were deter¬ 
mined by the unequal cultural level of different 
social strata, and also of the different na¬ 
tions and nationalities. As a whole, science, lit¬ 
erature and art were highly developed in 
Russia. However the majority of the working 
people, particularly in outlying regions, were 
illiterate. 

The cultural revolution was designed pri¬ 
marily to raise the cultural level of the whole 
Soviet people. In the course of socialist construc¬ 
tion the entire system of education was reor¬ 
ganised, and illiteracy among the adult popula¬ 
tion eliminated. A wide network of cultural- 
educational institutions was created; museums, 
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theatres, and libraries were taken over by the 
state, becoming the property of the people. 
Much was done to bring up a new intelli¬ 
gentsia and to win the old intelligentsia over 
to the side of the working people. Short-term 
courses were set up to train specialists from 
among the working people; higher schools and 
workers’ faculties admitted worker and peasant 
youths on preferential terms. 

The basic features of the October Socialist 
Revolution in Russia were repeated in one or 
other form in socialist revolutions in other 
countries. 

Socialist Transformations in Central 
and Southeastern European Countries 

The Great October Socialist Revolution laid 
the groundwork for the formation of the world 
socialist system. However, socialism was estab¬ 
lished as a world system only after World War II, 
as a result of the victory of socialist revolu¬ 
tions in a number of European and Asian 
countries. 

Toward the end of World War II, there ap¬ 
peared in these countries the objective condi¬ 
tions, and subjective factors essential for a so¬ 
cialist revolution. The Soviet Armed Forces’ 
victory over the German nazi invaders acceler- 
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ated the development of the necessary condi¬ 
tions for revolutionary change in the countries 
that had been overrun by nazism. The working 
people of the occupied countries rose up against 
the invaders and the big bourgeoisie and 
landowners supporting them. In the course of 
this struggle a broad coalition of class forces 
was formed, which, in addition to the working 
class-the most consistent anti-imperialist force- 
included the peasantry, urban petty bourgeoisie, 
some strata of the middle bourgeoisie, and 
representatives of the intelligentsia. The national 
liberation struggle gradually developed into 
people’s democratic revolutions, which were at 
once aimed at national liberation and were 
anti-nazi, anti-imperialist and anti-feudal in char¬ 
acter. The Soviet Union, having liberated the 
states enslaved by nazism, neither interfered in 
their internal affairs nor “exported revolution”, 
as the ideologists of imperialism would have it. 
However, the presence of Soviet troops paralysed 
the forces of reaction, averting the export of 
counter-revolution. The outcome of the class 
struggle in the countries depended on the align¬ 
ment of class forces and the situation in gen¬ 
eral after their liberation from nazism. 

The development of the people’s democratic 
revolution in the Central and Southeastern 
European countries falls into two stages. The 
first stage (from the autumn of 1944 to 1947-48) 
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was devoted primarily to the solution of anti-nazi, 
anti-feudal, national and democratic problems 
(in Yugoslavia and Bulgaria the revolution was 
socialist in character from the outset): the abo¬ 
lition of the rule of nazism and its local agents, 
withdrawal from the Hitlerite coalition and 
alliance with the anti-nazi bloc, the national¬ 
isation of the property of war criminals and the 
property seized by the invaders, and the imple¬ 
mentation of urgent agrarian-reform measures. 

The policy of land nationalisation was carried 
out very circumspectly. The Communists, who 
headed the national-democratic revolution, were 
guided by Lenin’s precept that not everywhere 
and not always is it correct to carry out land 
nationalisation. In a number of European and 
Asian countries there exists hereditary ownership 
of land, peasant holdings that are passed on 
from father to son. Under such a system of 
landownership the peasant is very strongly 
attached to the land. Nationalisation of all 
land could have alienated the peasants from 
the revolution and greatly undermined the 
worker-peasant alliance. In the course of the 
revolution only that part of the land was 
nationalised which did not directly affect the 
personal interests of the peasantry. State farms 
were set up on this land. 

As a result of democratic changes, a people’s 
democratic system was established. In the initial 
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period it represented a particular form of the 
political system of society in which state power 
is wielded by representatives of the working 
class, peasantry, petty bourgeoisie and a part 
of the middle bourgeoisie, with the working 
class playing the leading role. A multi-party 
system took shape in the majority of the 
people’s democracies. In the common struggle 
against nazism the Communist Party, as the 
party of the working class, and diverse peasant, 
petty-bourgeois and bourgeois-patriotic parties 
united to form a people’s front (the name 
varies from country to country). These fronts 
were usually created on the initiative of the 
Communists, who took an active part and played 
the leading role in them. The bodies of people’s 
democratic power were elective, and all citizens, 
including the bourgeoisie, enjoyed equal suffrage. 

Subsequently the people’s democratic revolu¬ 
tion developed into a socialist revolution. In 
the course of this development, people’s de¬ 
mocracy acquired the form of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. 

In different countries this transition took place 
at the end of the 40s or at the beginning 
of the 50s. This period saw the regrouping of 
class forces, the struggle for nationalisation, 
the definitive eradication of foreign monopoly 
influence, and further democratisation of the 
state system. The nationalisation of enterprises 
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was continued, small handicraft shops being the 
exception. Most countries adhered to the prin¬ 
ciple of compensating private proprietors — they 
were compensated for the loss of their enter¬ 
prises, and frequently retained some post at the 
enterprise, which was now owned by the state. 
There also arose specific difficulties in the 
distribution of property, especially land that 
had been taken away from the landowners. 
Previously landless peasants had not ventured to 
take over land without paying for it, considering 
it someone else’s property. The people’s govern¬ 
ment took the road of “selling” the land to 
the peasants at a nominal price. A peasant 
considered such land his own, purchased land. 

With the in-depth development of the revo¬ 
lution, the correlation of class forces underwent 
a change. The reactionary bourgeoisie was 
deprived of its political influence. There took 
place a gradual democratisation of the state 
apparatus. The working class, having won polit¬ 
ical power in alliance with other working 
masses and established the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, began building the foundations of 
socialism. This basic problem of the socialist 
revolution was gradually solved, primarily by 
peaceful means. 

Socialist construction in a number of Central 
and Southeastern European, Asian and Latin 
American countries was carried on with the ac- 
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tive, all-round internationalist assistance of the 
Soviet Union, and was accompanied by ex¬ 
panding, mutually beneficial economic, political 
and cultural relations. A policy of close inter¬ 
nationalist alliance with the working people 
waging a struggle for socialism has always 
occupied a central place in the activity of the 
CPSU and the Soviet state. 

Socialist internationalism and fraternal mutual 
assistance is a major prerequisite of the successful 
development of the world revolutionary process, 
of the working people’s struggle for emancipa¬ 
tion. 

We have noted here the general historical 
conditions which determined the specifics of the 
socialist revolutions and the building of socialism 
in Central and Southeastern European countries. 
A detailed elucidation of these specifics pre¬ 
supposes an acquaintance with the revolutionary 
processes in each country. 

Poland. The outcome of the reactionary anti- 
popular policy of the prewar bourgeois govern¬ 
ment of Poland, a policy based on an alliance 
with international reaction and a hostile atti¬ 
tude to its eastern neighbour, the USSR, was 
that in 1939 the country became the victim 
of aggression by German imperialism. By their 
heroic struggle behind the lines of the 
Hitlerite army and on the battlefields of the 
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Soviet-German front the Polish people, led by 
the Communists, made a substantial contribu¬ 
tion to the defeat of nazi Germany. In July 
1944, the Polish Committee of National Liber¬ 
ation, which temporarily fulfilled the functions 
of the government of the Polish worker and 
peasant state, was set up in the Polish city 
of Chelm liberated by the Soviet Army and 
Wojsko Polskie. On July 22, 1944, this committee 
issued a manifesto which contained the pro¬ 
gramme of the people’s democratic revolution. 

In the course of the people’s democratic 
revolution an agrarian reform was implemented 
together with the nationalisation of industry. 
In the process of the agrarian reform the landed 
estates were confiscated, including the land, 
buildings, implements and cattle. Over one 
million poor peasants received land which they 
could freely dispose of. Small-peasant land- 
ownership was established in Poland. 

The solution of the agrarian problem in Po¬ 
land has its own specifics compared to the 
other socialist countries. Almost 70 per cent of 
the land was handed out to individual peasants 
as their private property. The size of the land 
plots ranges from 2 to 7 hectares. The socialist 
sector in agriculture is represented by state farms 
and production cooperatives. With the support 
of the state, agricultural societies became wide¬ 
spread. The members of such societies work 
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the land with machines they have acquired in 
common. The societies possess public funds by 
which they acquire all the stock necessary for 
the whole collective. These items are public 
(collective) property. The land and implements 
belong to individual peasants and are their 
private property. 

In 1946 a law was promulgated on the transfer 
to state property of large and medium in¬ 
dustry, transport, communications and banks. 
The enterprises that had belonged to the bour¬ 
geoisie became the property of the whole 
people. Those owners of enterprises who did 
not wage a struggle against people’s power 
were paid compensation. The confiscation of 
industry eroded the economic position of the 
big bourgeoisie. 

The development of the people’s democratic 
revolution was accompanied by an intensifica¬ 
tion of the class struggle and the overthrown 
bourgeoisie resorted to terrorism, and began pro¬ 
voking armed actions against the government. 
Consequently the revolutionary forces consoli¬ 
dated their ranks. In 1948 the Polish Workers’ 
Party and the Polish Socialist Party united on 
the platform of Marxism-Leninism. Thus was 
formed the Polish United Workers’ Party 
(PUWP). Together with the PUWP, the United 
Peasants’ Party and the Democratic Party, which 
comprises a large part of the intelligentsia, 
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trade-union, youth, women’s, cultural and other 
organisations, began socialist construction. 

At the 1952 general elections to the highest 
body of state power the Seym the people fully 
supported the representatives of the Polish 
People’s Unity Front headed by the PUWP. 
A National Constitution was adopted. The power 
of the working people - the dictatorship of the 
proletariat was established in the country. 

After the affirmation of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, the planned construction of 
socialism was begun in the country. As a result 
of industrialisation a modern large-scale in¬ 
dustry was created in the country. Poland turned 
into a socialist state with a developed econ¬ 
omy. 

The building of socialism in Poland was 
accompanied by certain difficulties. In the late 
60s, and in the early 80s, there were short¬ 
comings and errors in the economic planning 
and management, threatening the country’s 
independence from the West, which led to serious 
difficulties in economic and political life. This 
was used by the imperialist states which, in 
their continuous attempts to divert the peoples 
of the socialist countries from their chosen road, 
resorted to actions designed to activate the 
anti-socialist, counter-revolutionary forces inside 
the country and to undermine the basis of 
socialism in Poland. They unleashed ideological 
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aggression, attempting to blacken socialism in 
every way, to shake the foundations of the 
socialist system, and to wrest Poland away from 
her loyal allies and friends. 

The Polish United Workers’ Party mobilised 
all the country’s socialist forces to overcome 
the difficulties, launched a whole series of eco¬ 
nomic, political and international actions and 
warded off the looming threat. At this complex 
historical moment the Soviet Union, other so¬ 
cialist countries and all the world’s progressives 
sided with the Polish working people, the Com¬ 
munists and all forces of socialism. Poland is 
continuing its successful advance along the road 
of socialist development. 

Czechoslovakia. As a result of the Munich 
betrayal of the Western powers' and the cap¬ 
itulation of the bourgeois government of Czech¬ 
oslovakia, almost one-quarter of the country’s 
territory was seized by Hitlerite Germany in 
September, 1938. Germany occupied all the 
Czech lands in March, 1939. 

In the spring of 1945, following the libera¬ 
tion of Czechoslovakia by the Soviet Army with 

1 The Munich Agreement was concluded in Munich on 
September 29-30, 1938 between Great Britain, France, nazi 
Germany and fascist Italy. It predetermined Germany’s 
seizure of Czechoslovakia and facilitated her launching of 
World War II. 
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the participation of Czechoslovak troops, a Na¬ 
tional Front government came to power and 
introduced some democratic changes. It under¬ 
took a land reform and confiscated the land 
belonging to the big landowners, which was 
handed over to landless and land-poor peasants. 
Large-scale industry and the banks were na¬ 
tionalised, forming the state sector of the econ¬ 
omy. In 1946, as a result of general elections 
to the National Assembly, the Communists won 
roughly half the seats. This was a major victo¬ 
ry in the people’s democratic revolution. 

In February 1948, the reactionary bourgeoisie 
attempted to carry out a counter-revolutionary 
coup and restore capitalism in the country. 
The working people headed by the Communist 
Party dealt a decisive blow at the counter-rev¬ 
olutionaries. This ended the stage during which 
the people’s democratic revolution developed 
into a socialist revolution. The dictatorship 
of the proletariat was established in the country. 
The working class, headed by the Commu¬ 
nists, took over political power and began laying 
the foundations of socialism. The National As¬ 
sembly adopted a Constitution that codified the 
gains of the Czechoslovak people. 

In accordance with the Constitution, Czech¬ 
oslovakia is a federative republic comprising 
two sovereign socialist republics which enjoy 
equal rights-the Czech Socialist Republic and 
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the Slovak Socialist Republic. 

Following the affirmation of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, a multi-party system was 
preserved in the country: the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party, which includes the Commu¬ 
nist Party of Slovakia, the Czechoslovak So¬ 
cialist Party, the Czechoslovak People’s Party, 
the Slovak Reconstruction Party, and the Slovak 
Freedom Party. All the political parties and 
the major public organisations are included in 
the National Front of the Czechoslovak So¬ 
cialist Republic, which operates under the leader¬ 
ship of the Communist Party. 

The years of people’s power have seen the 
growth of Czechoslovakia’s industrial potential, 
the complete cooperation of agriculture, and 
the elimination of Slovakia’s economic lag. 
The level of science and culture corresponds 
to the contemporary achievements. The victory 
of socialism was codified in the 1960 Consti¬ 
tution. 

Yet socialist construction came up against no 
few difficulties. In 1968, the right-wing oppor¬ 
tunist and anti-socialist forces in the country, 
with the support of imperialist reaction, waged 
a struggle against the leading role of the Com¬ 
munists, attempting to take the country out of 
the socialist community and restore a bourgeois 
order. Thanks to the internationalist aid of the 
socialist countries the counter-revolutionaries’ de- 
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signs were thwarted. The working class and all 
working people rose to the defence of the so¬ 
cialist gains and waged struggle against the 
anti-socialist elements, opportunists and re¬ 
visionists. Measures were taken to strengthen 
the organs of state power and administration, 
state planning and management of the economy, 
to stabilise the economy and restore the trust 
and fraternal ties with the CPSU and the Marx- 
ist-Leninist parties of other socialist countries. 
All this made it possible to normalise the situa¬ 
tion in the country, strengthening the prest¬ 
ige of the Communist Party. The working 
people of Czechoslovakia were able to contin¬ 
ue their creative work. 

Yugoslavia. Germany’s occupation ol Yugosla¬ 
via gave rise to a mass liberation movement 
of the people, which was led by the Commu¬ 
nist Party, later renamed the League of Com¬ 
munists of Yugoslavia. The national liberation 
struggle of 1941-45 merged with the people’s 
liberation revolution. Along with the working 
class, the peasants, the petty bourgeoisie and 
intelligentsia took part in the liberation move¬ 
ment. The People’s Front was formed and 
headed by the Communists. In the struggle 
against the invaders national liberation com¬ 
mittees were set up on liberated territory as 
organs of the people’s democratic power. The 
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first provisional government the National Com¬ 
mittee of Liberation of Yugoslavia headed by 
the Communists was formed in 1943. In No¬ 
vember 1945, the monarchy was definitively 
abolished. The king of Yugoslavia was forbidden 
to return from emigration. The country was 
proclaimed the Federative People’s Republic of 
Yugoslavia. 

In 1945-46 large-scale private property in 
the means of production was abolished, all com¬ 
manding heights in the economy were con¬ 
centrated in the hands of the state, and the 
property of foreign concessions was nationalised. 
The agrarian reform did away with large-scale 
private landownership. The people’s democratic 
revolution assumed from the outset the character 
of a socialist revolution. 

In the course of socialist construction there 
emerged specifically Yugoslavian forms of polit¬ 
ical and economic organisation of society, char¬ 
acterised by decentralisation of economic and 
state-administrative leadership. Difficulties ap¬ 
peared in the country’s economic and polit¬ 
ical life-parochial tendencies, and unhealthy 
competition. Due to a lack of jobs people 
went abroad to look for work. Inflation was 
mounting. Anti-Marxist, opportunistic views 
gained currency in the country. 

In the early 70s the League of Communists 
and the government adopted important resolu- 
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tions designed to achieve the ideological and 
organisational unity of the Yugoslav Commu¬ 
nists on the platform of democratic centralism. 
Special measures envisaged stabilisation of the 
country’s economic situation. 

Bulgaria. During World War II the reaction¬ 
ary circles of Bulgaria, contrary to the people’s 
will, in effect sided with nazi Germany. Bul¬ 
garia became a bridgehead for nazi aggression 
in the Balkans. However in 1942, on the ini¬ 
tiative of the Bulgarian Workers’ Party (later 
renamed the Bulgarian Communist Party) the 
Fatherland Front was set up as an alliance 
of the patriotic and democratic anti-nazi forces 
of Bulgaria which washed partisan warfare 
throughout the country. As a result of the 
people’s armed uprising the monarchist-nazi 
dictatorship was overthrown on September 9, 
1944. 

The defeat of the German nazi troops by the 
Soviet Army created favourable conditions for 
developing the socialist revolution. The Commu¬ 
nists actually played the leading role in the 
Fatherland Front government that was subse¬ 
quently formed. An agrarian reform was carried 
out in 1946 which was designed primarily to 
put an end to the domination of the kulaks 
and abolish the large landed estates of the 
churches and monasteries. The working peas- 
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antry became a firm ally of the working class. 

The law on the nationalisation of private 
industrial enterprises and banks was adopted in 
December 1947. Those small and medium 
capitalists in industry who had not been in¬ 
volved in war crimes and were loyal to the 
people’s government were not expropriated, but 
workers’ control was established at enterprises 
remaining in the hands of private owners. 
Such enterprises were gradually, upon agree¬ 
ment with their owners, transferred to state 
ownership. 

Bulgaria has a two-party system. The leading 
and directing force of society is the Bulgarian 
Communist Party. The Bulgarian Agrarian 
People’s Union consists primarily of cooper¬ 
ated peasants; it recognises the leading role of 
the Communists and sees its main task in building 
socialism in the village. The Fatherland Front 
comprises political parties and public organisa¬ 
tions, including the trade unions. 

Romania. At the beginning of World War II 
bourgeois Romania fought on the side of 
Hitlerite Germany. Under the nazi regime the 
Romanian Communists worked to prepare an 
armed uprising. The speedy advance of the 
Soviet Army hastened the overthrow of nazim. 
On August 23, 1944, a people’s armed uprising 
began in Bucharest, the Romanian capital, and 
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the nazi military dictatorship was overthrown. 
The Romanian working people directed all 
their strength to the struggle against nazi Ger¬ 
many. The victorious anti-nazi armed uprising 
started a people’s democratic revolution, which 
came up against the fierce opposition of the 
national bourgeoisie. United Workers’ Front 
committees were formed, which ousted the nazis 
from the local bodies of power, established 
workers’ control over production and helped 
in carrying out an agrarian reform. In No¬ 
vember 1947, after the disclosure of a counter-rev¬ 
olutionary plot of the bourgeoisie, its last 
representatives were removed from the govern¬ 
ment. In addition to the Communists, the Na¬ 
tional Democratic Front included the Social- 
Democrats, Ploughmen’s Front and some other 
organisations. 

On December 30, 1947, the monarchy was 
overthrown and Romania proclaimed a people’s 
republic. The dictatorship of the proletariat was 
established, and socialist construction began in 
the country. 

In 1948 industry was completely nationalised. 
Fundamental changes took place also in the 
village. The peasants initially joined agricultural 
societies, where they became accustomed to 
collective work. Then the party adopted a pol¬ 
icy of creating agricultural producers’ coopera¬ 
tives. The collectivisation of agriculture was con- 
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eluded at the beginning of the 60s. Social¬ 
ism triumphed fully in town and country. In 
accordance with the 1965 Constitution Romania 
was declared a socialist republic. Romania has 
a one-party system. The Union of Communist 
Youth, the General Trade Union Confedera¬ 
tion and other public organisations are included 
in the Socialist Unity Front and under the 
leadership of the Communists take an active 
part in building the new society. 

Albania. During World War II Albania was 
occupied by fascist Italy. As a result of the 
Albanian people’s national liberation struggle, 
led by the Albanian Communist Party, against 
the Italian, and subsequently also the German 
invaders, while the Soviet Army was advancing 
triumphantly in the Balkans, the country was 
liberated by the People’s Liberation Army of 
Albania (November 1944). Following the over¬ 
throw of the monarchy and the establishment 
of people’s democratic power, Albania was 
proclaimed a people’s republic on January 11, 
1946. 

The first years of people’s power saw the 
implementation of far-reaching socio-economic 
changes the land reform and the nationalisa¬ 
tion of industrial enterprises, banks, the whole¬ 
sale trade, transport and communications. Re¬ 
lying on the support of the USSR and other 
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socialist countries, Albania began the building 
of socialism. However, in the early 60s Albania 
discontinued her cooperation with the USSR, 
restricting her relations with the majority of 
the European socialist countries to trade. She 
withdrew from the Council for Mutual Eco¬ 
nomic Assistance, and in 1968, from the War¬ 
saw Treaty Organisation. 

Hungary. Under the impact of the socialist 
revolution in Russia, and as a result of the broad 
upsurge of revolutionary activity by the working 
masses, the Hungarian Soviet Republic was 
formed in 1919. The government, headed by 
the Communists, carried out the nationalisa¬ 
tion of capitalist enterprises, mines, transport 
facilities, banks, large landed estates, which were 
declared public property. This aroused a fierce 
reaction on the part of the national and foreign 
bourgeoisie. Having existed for 133 days, the 
Soviet republic was defeated. A dictatorial 
fascist regime was established in Hungary. In 
1941, the country was drawn into the war on 
the side of Hitlerite Germany. 

The defeat of the German-Hungarian nazis 
by the Soviet Army favoured the development 
of the revolutionary situation prevailing in Hun¬ 
gary late in 1944 into a general democratic 
revolution. The leading force of the revolution 
was the working class headed by the Com- 
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munist Party. In April 1945 the Soviet Army 
fully liberated the country from the Hitlerite 
invaders. These events marked a new stage in 
the country’s development. On January 31, 1946, 
Hungary was proclaimed a republic. The pro¬ 
cess of fundamental changes in social life de¬ 
veloped apace. As a result of the agrarian re¬ 
form the landless and land-poor peasants re¬ 
ceived land. The nationalisation of industry and 
big banks was carried out, and power passed 
fully into the hands of the working people. The 
peaceful development of the general democratic 
revolution into a socialist revolution had been 
concluded by mid-1948. The people’s dem¬ 
ocratic state began to carry out the functions 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The 1949 
Constitution proclaimed Hungary a People’s Re¬ 
public. The country took the road of socialist 
construction. 

In October 1956 international imperialism 
and internal reaction launched a counter-revo¬ 
lutionary .rebellion in Hungary. In these con¬ 
ditions the Hungarian Communists set up a rev¬ 
olutionary worker-peasant government. The gov¬ 
ernment appealed to the USSR and other 
fraternal socialist countries for aid. As a result 
of joint operations of the Hungarian revolu¬ 
tionary forces and the armed forces of the 
socialist states the counter-revolution was de¬ 
feated in November 1956. By the beginning 
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of the 1960s the socialist reconstruction of 
agriculture had been concluded, a cultural rev¬ 
olution accomplished and the foundations of 
socialism built in Hungary. 

German Democratic Republic. After the defeat 
of Hitlerite Germany, in which the Soviet Union 
played a decisive role, the country was divided 
into four zones: the Soviet, American, British 
and French. On the territory of the Soviet 
zone an anti-nazi democratic revolution was 
accomplished, demilitarisation, i. e., disarmament 
and the dismantling of military production, was 
carried out, and the property of the monopo¬ 
lies and war criminals was confiscated, becom¬ 
ing the property of the people. An agrarian 
reform was carried out in the course of which 
the land and property of big landowners 
cattle, buildings, agricultural implements and 
machinery, etc.-were handed over to the farm¬ 
ers. Social life was democratised, i. e., state 
criminals, the former nazis, were brought to 
trial, power in the centre and the localities 
passed into the hands of democratic anti-nazi 
organisations. The working people’s political par¬ 
ties-the Communist Party and the Social-Dem¬ 
ocratic Party-united in 1946 to form the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany. 

In September 1949, the three zones of Ger¬ 
many under the administration of the impe- 
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rialist states were united into a single state- 
the Federal Republic of Germany, where the 
domination of the German big bourgeoisie was 
established. In response to this, the people of 
Eastern Germany proclaimed, in October 1949, 
the German Democratic Republic, where the 
power was taken over by the working people. 
The establishment of the GDR was the result 
of the anti-nazi democratic revolution and the 
beginning of its peaceful development into a 
socialist revolution. 

Following the implementation of the anti-nazi 
democratic changes, a programme of socialist 
construction was proclaimed in the GDR in 
June 1952. 

By the late 1950s the people of the GDR 
had achieved substantial successes. The country’s 
socio-economic structure had undergone a funda¬ 
mental change. The socialist sector predominat¬ 
ed in industry, transport, and trade. The cooper¬ 
ation of agriculture was advancing apace. 
Unemployment was fully eliminated and the 
people’s living standards were improved thanks 
to the rapid development of the economy. 
The new socialist culture is developing success¬ 
fully, overcoming the ideological doctrines of the 
past and the reactionary ideology spread by 
West-German imperialism. 

The GDR is a country with a multi-party 
system. Besides the Socialist Unity Party there 
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is also the Democratic Peasants’ Party, the Lib¬ 
eral Democratic Party, the National Democra¬ 
tic Party, and the Christian Democratic Union. 
All the political parties and also all the major 
public organisations are united into the Na¬ 
tional Front of Democratic Germany, in which 
the leading role is played by the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany. 


Some General Features 

of the People’s Democratic Revolutions 

The experience of revolutionary socialist 
transformations in the countries of Central and 
Southeastern Europe shows that the motive 
force of the people’s democratic revolution 
in all of them was the working class led by 
the Communist parties. The working class, better 
than any other class of modern society, is 
capable of heading the general democratic move¬ 
ment because it is linked with the most ad¬ 
vanced form of economic activity large-scale 
production, because it grows and develops po¬ 
litically faster than the other classes, and be¬ 
cause it is more amenable to organisation. 
By its nature it is the most revolutionary and 
consistent in struggle. The Communist parties 
pursued a policy that affirmed the vanguard, 
leading role of the working class in society. 
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The authority of the Communist parties, their 
clear-cut political line, facilitated the Commu¬ 
nists’ cooperation, on the basis of people’s 
fronts, with the socialists and petty-bourgeois 
peasant functionaries. These groups, reflecting 
the mood of the broad masses they represented, 
were dissatisfied with the capitulationary, con¬ 
ciliatory policy of the bourgeois-landowner 
parties. The basis for the working-class unity, 
which subsequently played a decisive role in 
achieving the victory of people’s democracy, 
was forged in the crucible of armed struggle, 
when the left-wing socialists became convinced 
through their own experience of the damage 
the reformist and nationalist concepts of the 
right-wing socialists and diverse “peasant ideolo¬ 
gists” inflicted on the working class and all 
working people. 

The working class of the Central and South¬ 
eastern European countries, and its Communist 
parties, took into consideration the rich exper¬ 
ience of the Great October Socialist Revolu¬ 
tion, which triumphed thanks to the wise Le¬ 
ninist policy towards the peasantry, that power¬ 
ful reserve of the proletarian revolution. The 
Communist parties also bore in mind that the 
working class failed to achieve their goals in 
a number of revolutions (the Paris Commune, 
the 1919 Hungarian revolution) largely due to 
the fact that it was unable to win to its side 
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the chief ally of the proletariat-the peasantry. 
That is why they focussed attention on drawing; 
strata of the labouring peasantry to the side 
of the liberation, revolutionary struggle. As a 
rule, detachments of workers were dispatched 
from the cities to the rural areas, where they 
were subsequently joined by a broad network 
of auxiliary squads and contingents of the re¬ 
sistance. Gradually these contingents turned into 
strong partisan units, which sometimes cleared 
whole districts of the Hitlerite invaders and set 
up their own local government. The fighting 
alliance of the working class and the peasantry 
was strengthened in armed struggle against the 
invaders. Thus the alliance of the working class 
and the peasantry in the Central and 
Southeastern European countries in the period 
of the German nazi occupation was formed as 
a military-political alliance against foreign in¬ 
vaders, and also against the bourgeois-landowner 
reactionaries who collaborated with the invaders 
and fought against the national liberation move¬ 
ment. 

The consolidation of the working class and 
peasantry was greatly enhanced by the prole¬ 
tariat’s struggle in defence of the economic 
interests of its ally, for carrying out radical 
agrarian reforms. The peasants of Poland, 
Hungary, Romania and other Central European 
countries were suffering from an acute lack of 
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land, most of which was concentrated in the 
hands of the big landowners and kulaks, who 
brutally exploited the landless and land-hungry 
peasants. The multi-million mass of poor and 
middle peasants, who comprised the over¬ 
whelming majority of the rural population, owned 
little plots of land which could not ensure 
them even a subsistence minimum. An acute 
shortage of cattle and implements doomed the 
small-holders to poverty and ruin. 

The agrarian reform saved the peasants from 
poverty, and their holdings from ruin. An im¬ 
portant feature of the agrarian revolutions in 
the European people’s democracies was the 
transfer of the confiscated land to the owner¬ 
ship of the peasants to be tilled by them. This 
character of the agrarian reform corresponded 
to the political course of the Communist par¬ 
ties, aimed at strengthening the alliance of the 
working class with the peasantry. 

The bourgeois parties dissembled. In words 
they advocated agrarian reforms, but actually 
hampered their implementation. The Com¬ 
munist parties unmasked the bourgeois reactiona¬ 
ries who sabotaged the agrarian reform dealing 
a telling blow at the bourgeois political parties, 
which lost hundreds of thousands of supporters 
in the village. 

A special position was held by the rural 
bourgeoisie, the kulaks. Already in the course 
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of the national liberation struggle many kulaks 
collaborated with the invaders. The kulaks 
were not opposed to an agrarian reform and 
were ready to support the abolition of the 
landowners as a class, providing the village rich 
were to receive their land. They supported the 
bourgeoisie’s actions against the democratic 
government. Thus the peasantry was not unan¬ 
imous in its attitude to the working class. 
The working class could not rely on the ku¬ 
laks’ support. This compelled it to struggle 
more vigorously for the poorest peasantry. 

The agrarian reforms in the European people’s 
democracies enhanced the labour enthusiasm 
of the peasantry, making possible a speedy 
recovery of agricultural production, which fa¬ 
vourably affected the entire economy. 

The Communist parties’ policy in the people’s 
democratic revolution provided for enlisting 
groups of the middle bourgeoisie as a possible 
ally. The middle bourgeoisie, in view of its 
class nature, could only to a certain extent 
fulfd the role of an ally of the working class. 
It merely sought in this revolution salvation 
from national subjugation and complete mate¬ 
rial ruin by foreign monopoly capital. Its goal 
was the establishment of an order under which 
it could enrich itself unhampered. But a substan¬ 
tial group of the middle bourgeoisie partici¬ 
pated in the struggle against nazism and sur- 
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vivals of feudalism. That is why the prole¬ 
tariat concluded an alliance with the middle 
bourgeoisie in the period of struggle against 
nazism. The tactical line of the Communist 
and Workers’ parties was based on a sober 
assessment of the class forces, the endeavour, 
in the course of struggle, to gradually strengthen 
the alliance between the working class and the 
peasantry, and to fully wrest the working masses 
from the influence of the bourgeoisie, thereby 
weakening the bourgeoisie and isolating it po¬ 
litically. 

The middle bourgeoisie used its participation 
in the anti-nazi movement to its advantage. 
Significant strata of the working masses, who 
were inexperienced in political struggle, still be¬ 
lieved in the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois 
leaders, who resorted to deception and dema¬ 
gogy. Furthermore, it should be taken into 
consideration that the working class, after the 
liberation of the Central and Southeastern 
European countries, was weakened by the heavy 
losses it had incurred in the fight against na¬ 
zism. 

Finally, the middle bourgeoisie relied on the 
support of US and British imperialism. In 
1944-48 the USA and Britain had their repre¬ 
sentatives in the allied control commissions in 
Romania, Hungary, and Bulgaria. These repre¬ 
sentatives, wielding a certain influence in view 
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of their official position, used it to actively 
support the bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie staked 
heavily on the colossal economic difficulties 
resulting from the ravages of war and the 
Hitlerites’ plunder of a number of countries. 

However, the working class took into its hands 
the restoration of the economy and, with Soviet 
assistance, quickly healed the war wounds. 
Immediately after the liberation of the Central 
and Southeastern European countries, the So¬ 
viet Union rendered them substantial aid in 
food, seeds, cattle and consumer goods. This 
foiled the bourgeoisie’s calculations on “US 
aid”, which was designed to bring these coun¬ 
tries under US influence and to strengthen the 
positions of the pro-imperialist elements. The 
Communist parties dispatched to the economic 
front their best workers, who managed, in the 
most difficult conditions, to organise the function¬ 
ing of financial bodies, the operation of vital 
industrial branches and transport. 

The speedy restoration of the national econ¬ 
omy became possible in the people’s democra¬ 
cies thanks to the fact that the state, even 
at the first stage of the revolution, held the 
key positions in the economy. The state sector 
consisted of nationalised enterprises which had 
previously belonged to war criminals, and 
state-capitalist enterprises taken over from the 
former government. These in the new condi- 
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dons made up the socialist sector. Workers’ 
control was established at privately-owned enter¬ 
prises. The state determined the volume of 
production at these enterprises, and limited the 
capitalists’ profits. In the process of strengthening 
the people’s power and the position of the 
working class, the activity of private entrepre¬ 
neurs was restricted. 

Thus, despite the complexity of the processes 
of class struggle, the stage of people’s demo¬ 
cratic revolution is characterised by gradual and 
relatively peaceful socio-political changes the 
bourgeoisie was not deprived of electoral rights, 
private ownership of land was preserved, com¬ 
pensation was paid for nationalised property, 
etc. People’s democracy ensured the develop¬ 
ment of socialist construction in accordance 
with the concrete historical conditions of each 
country. 


Socialist Changes in a Number of Asian 
and Latin American Countries 

Mongolia. Mongolia is the world’s first counry 
after the victory of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution in Russia to take the road of non¬ 
capitalist development, to carry out the transi¬ 
tion from feudalism to socialism bypassing the 
capitalist stage. 
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Before the initiation of revolutionary changes, 
Mongolia was one of the most backward coun¬ 
tries in Asia. Feudal relations held sway in the 
country and the majority of the population 
was in bondage to secular and clerical feudal 
lords. The majority of the population was 
engaged in nomadic stock breeding. Industry 
was represented by a few dozen small hand¬ 
icrafts shops. 

A major achievement of the Mongolian peo¬ 
ple’s national liberation struggle was the founding 
in 1921 of the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary 
Party, which led the popular masses to the 
people’s revolution. The 1921 Mongolian peo¬ 
ple’s revolution was essentially an anti-imperialist, 
anti-feudal people’s democratic revolution. From 
1921 to 1924 the people’s government introduced 
a series of democratic changes in the country: 
the khans’ ownership of land was abolished, 
and a law was issued abolishing serfdom. A law 
on the democratisation of local self-government 
abolished the hereditary rule of the khans and 
introduced the obligatory electivity of all local 
bodies of authority. The economy was gradual¬ 
ly changed-the debts of the poor livestock 
breeders to usurers were annulled, and a law 
was adopted on the mandatory taxation of 
proprietors. Only the poor peasants were ex¬ 
empted from taxes. Agricultural cooperatives 
were being set up for trade, the joint laying in 
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of fodder, etc. In 1924 Mongolia was proclaimed 
a People’s Republic. 

At the general democratic stage of the rev¬ 
olution (1921-40) the Mongolian people, re¬ 
lying on the assistance of the USSR, abolished 
the political and economic foundations of feu¬ 
dalism and the positions of foreign capital, 
democratising public life. In the economic sphere 
attention was focussed on strengthening the so¬ 
cialist sector. State and cooperative industry, the 
mechanisation of transport, the financial system 
and trade were being developed. State farms 
were set up in agriculture. Along with the state 
sector there also existed small-commodity pro¬ 
duction. The state adopted measures to induce 
small-commodity producers to transfer to the 
state sector. Factories, plants and power stations 
were built with the fraternal aid of the 
USSR. There appeared a national working 
class, and a people’s intelligentsia was for¬ 
med. 

Having resolved the general democratic prob¬ 
lems by 1940, the country entered the period 
of building the foundations of socialism. By the 
early 60s, with the technical and economic 
aid of the Soviet Union, Mongolia had been 
transformed from an agricultural into an agro¬ 
industrial country. By that time the cooperation 
of individual peasant economies had been con¬ 
cluded. This period saw the country’s further 
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industrialisation, and the mechanisation of agri¬ 
culture. 

The experience of Mongolia’s development in 
the years of people’s power confirms the pos¬ 
sibility of the transition by a formerly back¬ 
ward country from feudalism to socialism, by¬ 
passing the capitalist stage. 

Vietnam. In 1941-45 Vietnam was occupied 
by Japanese troops. As a result of the victorious 
people’s democratic revolution, on September 
2, 1945, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
was proclaimed - the first Southeastern Asian state 
of the working people, led by the working 
class with the Communist Party at the head. 

However, the French imperialists seized the 
southern part of the country and waged a 
struggle against the young republic. This saw 
the start of the war of resistance against the 
French imperialists. The working people man¬ 
aged to defend their gains in the country’s 
northern part. After the war ended in 1954, 
the Vietnamese working people, with the as¬ 
sistance of the USSR and other socialist coun¬ 
tries, began to restore the national economy, 
and later to implement socialist changes in 
industry and agriculture. As a result of an 
agrarian reform, 85 per cent of the peasantry 
joined agricultural cooperatives; the same per¬ 
centage of handicraftsmen were drawn into 
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various cooperative associations, and all private- 
capitalist enterprises were transformed into state 
enterprises. 

Along with the solution of general demo¬ 
cratic problems those of socialist changes were 
also solved. The country began building socialism. 

In 1955, a so-called Republic of Vietnam, 
a puppet state relying on the economic and 
military aid of the USA, was proclaimed 
in southern Vietnam. In 1965, the US launched 
an aggressive war against Vietnam. It took 
a direct part in the military operations against 
the national liberation forces of South Vietnam. 
In 1964-68 and 1971-72 the USA systemati¬ 
cally bombed the territory of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam, a sovereign socialist state. 
The peaceful creative labour of the Viet¬ 
namese people was interrupted. The people di¬ 
rected all their forces to the defence of the 
homeland. Patriotic organisations were active 
in South Vietnam: in 1960, the National Front 
for the Liberation of South Vietnam was set 
up and in the late 60s the Provisional Revo¬ 
lutionary Government of the Republic of South 
Vietnam. The heroic struggle of the Vietna¬ 
mese people ended in their victory thanks to the 
all-round assistance from the socialist states, 
and the unprecedented scope of the interna¬ 
tional solidarity movement. The reactionary re¬ 
gime of South Vietnam was overthrown in the 
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spring of 1975. In July 1976, the National As¬ 
sembly of united Vietnam proclaimed the for¬ 
mation of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 
The Vietnamese people opted for the road of 
socialist development. 

The Communist Party of Vietnam, the Dem¬ 
ocratic Party and the Socialist Party, and 
also diverse public organisations are united in 
the Vietnam Fatherland Front. 

China. At the beginning of the 20th century 
China represented a typical semi-colonial state 
under the domination of imperialist states Great 
Britain, Japan, Germany, and others. The 
1911-13 Xinhai revolution overthrew the Qing 
dynasty, while leaving intact the feudal and 
imperialist oppression. Under the influence of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution in Russia 
(1917), the anti-feudal and anti-imperialist 
movement began expanding. In 1919 revolu¬ 
tionary events took place in China, which, for 
the first time, brought the working class onto 
the arena of class struggle. In 1921, the Com¬ 
munist Party of China was formed, which 
headed the people’s national liberation movement 
against the imperialist colonisers and internal 
reaction. 

In 1937, when the Japanese militarists un¬ 
leashed an aggressive war against China, the 
Soviet Union took its side. This saw the be- 
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ginning of the Chinese people’s national liber¬ 
ation war against the Japanese invaders. The 
People’s Liberation Army was formed and tem¬ 
pered in this war. The defeat of the Japanese 
Kwantung Army by Soviet troops in August 1945, 
the capitulation of Japan, and the decision 
by the Soviet command to hand over the 
captured Japanese arms to the People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army of China created favourable con¬ 
ditions for the victorious conclusion of the 
people’s revolution. 

The People’s Republic of China was pro¬ 
claimed on October 1, 1949. The Soviet Union 
was the first to recognise the PRC. The 
formation of the PRC marked the conclusion, 
in the main, of the stage of democratic rev¬ 
olution: by the mid 1950s socialist changes 
had been implemented in town and countryside. 
These changes began with the adoption of the 
law on agrarian reform in June 1950. The 
land became the property of the peasants, which 
they were entitled to sell, buy or rent. The 
agrarian reform law envisaged the confiscation 
of land, draught animals, agricultural imple¬ 
ments and surplus grain from the big landowners. 
Industrial and commercial enterprises belonging 
to the big landowners, as well as the land 
and other property required to run these en¬ 
terprises, were not confiscated. The law also en¬ 
visaged requisition of lands belonging to temples 
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and monasteries, churches, schools, organisations, 
and public institutions. The confiscated lands 
and other means of production were handed 
over to local peasant associations for equal, 
equitable and rational distribution among the 
land-hungry peasants. The land reform was 
carried out by the peasant associations, com¬ 
posed of poor and middle peasants. Around 47 
million hectares of arable land confiscated from 
the big landowners was distributed among the 
peasants. The peasants also received a large 
number of cattle, agricultural implements, grain, 
dwelling houses, etc. At the same time other 
socialist changes were implemented and a state 
sector was created. Different kinds of agricul¬ 
tural cooperatives made their appearance. Peo¬ 
ple’s power increasingly fulfilled the functions of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. The dem¬ 
ocratic revolution gradually developed into 
a socialist revolution. 

In 1949-52, the property of foreign imperi¬ 
alists and the compradore bourgeoisie in the 
PRC was nationalised. The results of the Chinese 
people’s revolutionary gains were assessed and 
the building of a socialist society in China 
was proclaimed at the first sitting of the Na¬ 
tional People’s Council in 1954. Thanks to the 
diversified assistance of the USSR and other 
socialist countries the foundations of a socialist 
industry were established in China. 
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In the late 1950s China’s development showed 
signs of deviation from the general laws of 
socialist construction. The “cultural revolution” 
begun in 1966 led to a further disorientation 
of the mass of working people. Intensification 
of hegemonistic tendencies in the foreign-policy 
sphere was accompanied by a departure from 
cooperation with the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries. After the death of the leader 
of the CPC Mao Zedong (1976) there began 
a process of gradual changes in economic and 
political life, normalisation of relations with 
the socialist countries. 

The Communist Party of China, together with 
eight other democratic parties and public organi¬ 
sations, formed the united revolutionary front 
represented by the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Council. 

DPRK. For a long period Korea was a colony 
of Japan. In the 30s the national liberation 
struggle of the Korean people took the form of 
a guerrilla movement against the Japanese 
invaders. 

The defeat of the Japanese army and the libera¬ 
tion of Korea by the Soviet Army in August 
1945, marked not only the end of colonial 
domination, but also creation of the most 
favourable conditions for social changes. 

After the end of the war against Japanese 
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militarism in Korea, in accordance with the 
agreement reached at the 1945 Potsdam Con¬ 
ference between the USA and USSR, temporary 
zones under the military responsibility of Soviet 
and American troops were established to receive 
the capitulation of the Japanese army, with 
a dividing line at the 38th parallel. In South 
Korea the reactionary forces, supported by 
the US military authorities, suppressed the 
democratic movement and split the 
country. 

In North Korea the progressive forces headed 
by the Communist Party (from 1949-Workers’ 
Party of Korea) developed a people’s demo¬ 
cratic revolution in the course of which new 
bodies of authority people’s committees - were 
set up. In 1946, general elections to the people’s 
committees were held everywhere on a broad 
democratic basis. They were legislatively estab¬ 
lished as state organs of authority. Shortly 
afterwards they implemented an agrarian re¬ 
form the peasants received the land of the 
former Japanese colonisers and the Korean 
landowners. Simultaneously the landowners were 
abolished as a class and the positions of the 
merchants were undermined. 

On the instructions of the Soviet government, 
the Command of the Soviet Army handed over 
free of charge to the Korean people enter¬ 
prises, railways, means of transport and commu- 
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nication, banks, etc., which had belonged to the 
Japanese militarists. The country’s economy was 
being restored apace. The Communists carried 
out these revolutionary changes in alliance 
with the democratic parties and organisations 
making up the United Democratic Fatherland 
Front. The Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea was proclaimed in 1948. 

In June 1950 the reactionary regime of South 
Korea unleashed an aggressive war against the 
DPRK, in which regular troops of the US 
Armed Forces took part. The working people 
of the DPRK defended the freedom and in¬ 
dependence of their homeland. In July 1953 
an armistice was signed in Korea. 

By 1958 cooperation of the peasantry had 
been concluded in the DPRK. Simultaneously 
socialist changes had been concluded in industry, 
handicrafts enterprises and trade. Socialist re¬ 
lations of production triumphed in town and 
countryside. The Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea had turned into a socialist state 
with a modern industry and developed agricul¬ 
ture. 

The DPRK is a state with a multi-party 
system. Besides the Workers’ Party there are 
also the Democratic Party, and the religious 
Chungwoo Party. The United Democratic Fa¬ 
therland Front, which functions under the 
leadership of the Workers’ Party, comprises all 
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the political parties, trade unions and other 
public organisations. 

Laos. A former protectorate of France, Laos 
was occupied by Japan during World War II. 
In the struggle against the Japanese militarists 
an anti-colonial movement developed in the 
country. On October 12, 1945, the leaders 
of this movement declared the independence 
of Laos. However France again occupied the 
country in early 1946. The struggle of the 
Laotian patriots resulted in the establishment, 
in 1950, of a National Resistance government 
and recognition of Laos as an independent 
state in 1953. 

In 1955, the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party 
was formed, which headed the patriotic forces. 
In 1960 the rightists, with the support of the USA, 
unleashed a war against the patriotic forces, 
which, however concluded in defeat in 1973. 
After the war the country took the road of 
creating the foundations of socialism, bypassing 
the capitalist stage of development. 

A characteristic feature of the socio-economic 
system in Laos is the multiformity of its struc¬ 
ture. Altogether there are five economic struc¬ 
tures: state (nationalised enterprises in industry 
and agriculture); cooperative, embracing a sig¬ 
nificant part of the peasantry (40 per cent of 
the families in the rice-growing regions) and 
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handicraftsmen; mixed private-state, or state 
capitalism; private-capitalist understate control. 
In the most wide-spread, small-commodity struc¬ 
ture, elements of patriarchal and tribal relations 
are still strong. Laos at present is only 
at the initial stage of the transition period 
to socialism. 

The leading and directing force of the Laotian 
people is the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party. 
It heads the country’s most massive organi¬ 
sation-the national construction front of Laos, 
which also includes trade unions, youth and 
other public organisations. 

Cuba. In 1902 Cuba was formally proclaimed 
an independent state, but in actual fact was 
a semi-colony of the USA. US monopolies 
and big landowners held sway in the country. 
Under the leadership of the Communist Party, 
the Cuban people waged a struggle against US 
dominance and local exploiters. On July 26, 
1953, young patriots attacked the barracks of 
government troops, launching an armed strug¬ 
gle against the reactionary dictatorship. In the 
guerrilla war an insurgent army was formed, 
which was supported by the masses of work¬ 
ers and peasants. No small role in this was 
played by the law, “On the peasants’ right 
to land”, proclaimed by the insurgent army. 
In accordance with this law, every peasant 
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received the right to the free use of land. 
As a result of armed struggle, the anti-im¬ 
perialist, anti-feudal people’s democratic revolu¬ 
tion triumphed in Cuba on January 1, 1959. 

The revolutionary government, relying on the 
masses and using the insurgent army as an 
effective instrument, began to implement far- 
reaching socio-economic and political changes. 
The old state apparatus was replaced by rev¬ 
olutionary bodies of authority and administra¬ 
tion. Broad practical measures were initiated 
in the sphere of agrarian reform-the big lat- 
ifundia, both belonging to foreign monopolies 
and the local oligarchy, were abolished. These 
lands were handed over to the working 
peasants, who, as renters of land, had been 
exploited by the landowners. The big latifun- 
dia, which used hired labour, were nationalised; 
at the first stage this concerned the proprie¬ 
tors owning more than 400 hectares. Peasant 
cooperatives were organised. There also appeared 
state-owned agricultural estates. Together, these 
comprised the socialist sector in agriculture. 

Industrial enterprises belonging to US mo¬ 
nopolies were also nationalised. Transport, com¬ 
merce, banks, etc. became the property of the 
state. Thus, along with the problems of people’s 
democracy, the revolution began solving socialist 
problems. 

In 1961, the Cuban revolution developed into 
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a socialist revolution. The 60s saw the imple¬ 
mentation of the second stage of agrarian re¬ 
form, in the course of which the remaining 
private holdings, including small ones, were na¬ 
tionalised. A policy of gradually drawing them 
into socialist farms, strictly on a voluntary basis, 
is being conducted with respect to individual 
peasants. The dominant positions belong to the 
socialist structure, embracing the working class 
of town and countryside. The country boasts 
full employment of the entire able-bodied pop¬ 
ulation. The exploiting landowner and capital¬ 
ist classes have been abolished. 

Cuba is a country with a one-party system. 
The Communist Party of Cuba is the leading 
force of society and the state. The Workers’ 
Central Union of Cuba, the Young Com¬ 
munist League, the Committees of Defence 
of the Revolution, the National Association 
of Small Holders and other public organisations 
function under its leadership. 

Specifics of Transition to Socialism in a 
Number of Asian Countries 

The majority of Asian countries which had 
opted for the socialist road of development 
began moving towards a new society from the 
pre-capitalist order. 

The teaching on the development of backward 
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countries from feudalism to socialism, bypass¬ 
ing the capitalist stage, was elaborated by 
Marx, Engels and Lenin. Engels stressed that 
the aid of the victorious proletariat to backward 
peoples is a “powerful means of considerably 
shortening their advance to socialist society and 
largely sparing themselves the sufferings and the 
struggles through which we in Western Europe 
have to make our way.” 1 2 Developing this pre¬ 
cept in the new historical situation that emerged 
after the victorious socialist revolution in 
Russia, V. E Lenin said that, with the aid of 
the proletariat of the advanced countries, the 
backward countries can go over to building 
socialism, bypassing the capitalist stage of de¬ 
velopment.' 1 

These precepts of the founders of Marxism- 
Leninism are fully confirmed by the experi¬ 
ence of the national liberation struggle by for¬ 
merly oppressed peoples. The countries liberated 
from colonialism have a choice of two roads - 


1 Frederick Engels, “On Social Relations in Russia”, 
in: Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Selected Works in 
three volumes, Vol. 2, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1977, 
p. 403. 

2 See: V. I. Lenin, “The Second Congress of the Com¬ 
munist International, July 19-August 7, 1920. Report of 
the Commission on the National and Colonial Questions, 
July 26”, Collected Works , Vol. 31, Progress Publishers, Mos¬ 
cow, 1977, pp. 243-44, 
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capitalist or socialist. Capitalist relations are 
incapable of ensuring the developing countries’ 
withdrawal from the world capitalist economy, 
enabling them to achieve real independence 
and growth of the working people’s material 
well-being and flowering of national cultures. 
Capitalism discloses step by step its inability 
to solve vital problems of the social and 
political development of the newly free countries. 
A radical solution of their problems is pos¬ 
sible only along a road of creating a society 
free of all forms of exploitation. 

Overcoming the resistance of external and 
internal reaction, the ruling revolutionary-dem¬ 
ocratic parties are pursuing a course of 
abolishing the dominance of imperialist monopo¬ 
lies, tribal chiefs, feudal lords and the reaction¬ 
ary bourgeoisie; of strengthening the state sec¬ 
tor of the economy; of encouraging the coop¬ 
erative movement in the countryside; and of 
enhancing the role of the mass of the working 
people in economic and political life. Defending 
their independence against the onslaught of 
the imperialists, these countries are broadening 
their cooperation with socialist states. The road 
chosen by them meets the genuine interests 
and aspirations of the mass of the people, 
reflects their desire for a just social system, 
and coincides with the mainstream of historical 
development. 








Chapter III. FORMATION AND DEVELOP¬ 
MENT OF THE WORLD SO¬ 
CIALIST SYSTEM 


All the achievements of socialism 
have been possible only because 
socialism has been an interna¬ 
tional phenomenon from the very 
beginning, and was formed as an 
alliance of states and peoples co¬ 
operating closely with each other, 
as an economic, political and ideo¬ 
logical community. 

Internationalisation of econom¬ 
ic, political and spiritual life is 
an objective law of socialist 
development. “The aim of so¬ 
cialism is not only to end the di¬ 
vision of mankind into tiny states 
and the isolation of nations in 
any form, it is not only to bring 
the nations closer together but to 
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integrate them.” 1 This is a gradual process 
embracing an entire historical epoch. 

Unlike the capitalist world, where interna¬ 
tionalisation means that the most powerful mo¬ 
nopolies and states impose their will on other 
countries and peoples, and make them sup¬ 
pliers of agricultural products and raw ma¬ 
terials, quite different principles guide the so¬ 
cialist world. The process of the formation 
and development of the world socialist system 
is based on the principles of sovereignty and 
voluntary association, and proceeds in accord¬ 
ance with the vital interests of all the peoples 
of the system. 

At all stages, relations among the socialist 
countries are based on the interaction of two 
objective tendencies: one, that towards the 
development of their economy, state system 
and culture, and the strengthening of their 
national independence and sovereignty; and 
two, the tendency towards closer rapprochement 
between the peoples, and the expansion and 
deepening of the ties between them. The new 
social system in all the countries becomes 
stronger, their economic potential and the 


1 V. I. Lenin, “The Socialist Revolution and the Right 
of Nations to Self-Determination”, Collected Works , Vol. 22, 
1977, p. 146. 
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possibilities for economic and cultural advance 
and the development of state system are en¬ 
hanced. Comprehensive mutual ties among the 
socialist states and peoples are being constantly 
expanded and improved. 

Socialism has brought forth a new, previously 
unknown type of international relations, which 
are developing between socialist states. Their 
firm foundation consists of a uniform socio¬ 
economic and political system; Marxist-Leninist 
ideology; class solidarity; friendship, cooperation 
and mutual assistance in carrying out tasks 
of building and defending the new society; 
the struggle for peace, international security, 
social progress; and equality and respect for 
the independence and sovereignty of each state. 

Relations between the fraternal socialist coun¬ 
tries are based on the principle of proletarian 
internationalism, which permeates inter-state 
and inter-party relations, as well as relations 
between public organisations and work collec¬ 
tives. It has become an element of all spheres 
of life, and is realised through economic co¬ 
operation. Proletarian internationalism, enriched 
by its socialist essence and developed further 
by relations between the socialist states, is 
called socialist internationalism. 

Relations of socialist internationalism have 
been most fully embodied in the socialist 
community. The countries belonging to the 
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community member-states of the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance and the Warsaw 
Treaty Organisation are united by common 
fundamental interests and aims and by ties 
of extensive multifaceted cooperation, and 
coordinate their actions in international 
affairs. History has not known such a com¬ 
munity of countries in which no one country 
has or can have special rights and privileges, 
in which international relations have really be¬ 
come relations between peoples, and in which 
fruitful ties at various levels have taken shape 
and are developing-from the highest level of 
Party and state leadership to work collectives. 
The community multiplies the strength of 
the fraternal states in the building of soci¬ 
alism and helps reliably to ensure their se¬ 
curity. 

The experience of the multinational Soviet 
Union, where for the first time ever equitable 
relations were established among nations, has 
been very important in developing relations 
of a new type among peoples of the socialist 
states. The central principles on which these 
relations are based though they govern relations 
within a multi-national union state —can be 
also applied to relations between sovereign 
states. 

Relations among the socialist countries have 
developed in certain stages, with each charac- 
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terised both by great economic achievements 
by the individual socialist countries and a higher 
degree of mutual cooperation. 

In the first stage (approximately 1945-1949), 
a military and political alliance of the socialist 
countries was formed. The Soviet Union con¬ 
cluded treaties of friendship, cooperation and 
mutual assistance with the people’s democra¬ 
cies, while they themselves concluded bilateral 
treaties with each other. 

The strengthening of the military and polit¬ 
ical cooperation of the fraternal countries pro¬ 
moted the consolidation of people’s power domes¬ 
tically, helped consolidate their positions inter¬ 
nationally and defend their revolutionary gains 
against imperialist encroachments. 

The Soviet Union played a key role in 
this process. Its strength was decisive in de¬ 
fending the people’s democracies from imperi¬ 
alist aggression. It provided the people’s 
democracies with a tremendous amount of ma¬ 
terial aid and supplied them with food and the 
necessary building materials and equipment 
for their economic recovery after World War 
II. Ideological and moral support was also 
very important. 

In the first stage, the economic ties between 
the people’s democracies and the Soviet Union 
were very weak. International economic rela¬ 
tions of the European people’s democratic coun- 
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tries were still suffering from a long depend¬ 
ence on the capitalist world economic system. 
It was very difficult for their economy to 
redirect the orientation which had evolved 
under capitalism. 

At the initial stage of the formation of 
the world socialist system, the exchange of 
goods and supply of products within the frame¬ 
work of economic assistance was the predominant 
feature of economic relations among the so¬ 
cialist countries. These relations were primarily 
bilateral. The world socialist market was just 
evolving and the socialist forms of cooperation 
were only emerging. It was what could be 
called a transition period from the old bour¬ 
geois system of international relations to inter¬ 
state relations of a new type. Subsequently, 
the military and political alliance was gradually 
supplemented with extensive socio-economic co¬ 
operation. 

Once the people’s democracies had complet¬ 
ed their democratic transformations and had 
started building socialism, the second stage be¬ 
gan that of developing all-round ties between 
the socialist countries. In this second stage 
which lasted for approximately a decade (1949- 
1959) broad multilateral ties were established 
embracing practically all spheres of life: the 
economy, socio-political relations, defence and 
culture. 
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Direct economic, scientific and technical as¬ 
sistance from the more developed socialist coun¬ 
tries was a prominent element of relations 
between the countries of the world social¬ 
ist system. Not only was this assistance de¬ 
cisive in creating the foundation of modern 
industry in countries such as Bulgaria and 
Romania, but it also was one of the main 
factors in equalising the levels of economic 
development which became considerably uniform 
from country to country in the 1950s. 

As of the mid-1950s coordination of nation¬ 
al economic planning began to develop along¬ 
side trade and economic assistance. 

At an economic conference of representa¬ 
tives of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Po¬ 
land, Romania, and the USSR in January 
1949, the Council for Mutual Economic As¬ 
sistance, an organisation for economic coopera¬ 
tion among the fraternal countries, was formed. 
Later, the other socialist countries joined in: 
1949-Albania (which has not participated in 
CMEA since 1961); 1950-the German Demo¬ 
cratic Republic; 1962-Mongolia; 1972-Cuba; 
and 1978 Vietnam. 

In May 1955, the Warsaw Treaty Organi¬ 
sation was set up in response to the military 
build-up by NATO, the aggressive imperialist 
bloc. The Warsaw Treaty Organisation reliably 
ensures the security of its member-countries 
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and coordinates their actions aimed at pre¬ 
serving and strengthening peace. The formation 
of the Warsaw Treaty Organisation has ensured 
the collective defence of revolutionary gains 
from aggressive imperialism. The formation 
of this defensive alliance served a very impor¬ 
tant purpose: it united the economic resources 
and military capabilities of the European 
socialist countries, thus multiplying their ability 
to defend themselves. 

The International Meeting of Communist and 
Workers’ Parties in 1960 concluded that the 
world socialist system had entered a new 
stage of development. The principal feature 
of the present-third-stage, is that the socialist 
society has been further developed, and so¬ 
cialist relations have triumphed within the world 
socialist system. Accompanying this is the increas¬ 
ing consolidation of all-round cooperation among 
the socialist countries. 

The International Meeting of Communist and 
Workers’ Parties of 1960 evaluated the experience 
of international relations of the new type as fol¬ 
lows: “The common interests of the peoples of 
the socialist countries and the interests of peace 
and socialism demand the proper combination 
of the principles of socialist internationalism and 
socialist patriotism in politics. Every Communist 
Party which has become the ruling party in the 
state, bears historical responsibility for the des- 
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tinies of both its country and the entire so¬ 
cialist camp.” 

Of course, the evolution of these new inter¬ 
national relations did not mean that all the 
problems in relations between the socialist coun¬ 
tries had totally disappeared. The widely va¬ 
rying and often very specific nature of the 
tasks facing each country, as well as the 
different levels and conditions of development 
sometimes resulted in different approaches to 
certain questions. But it was thanks to the 
special principles on which these relations are 
based that the differences which arose during 
their development were not antagonistic, and 
were successfully resolved in the interests of all 
the socialist countries through a correct Marxist- 
Leninist approach. 

The formation of the world socialist system 
was not only a quantitative category, but meant 
that qualitative changes could be realised in the 
development of each country. The possibility of 
coordinating policy within the framework of in¬ 
ternational organisations of the socialist countries 
created the conditions for a higher level of 
development both inside each fraternal country 
and in the community as a whole. 

History has shown that the socialist society 
is economically, politically and spiritually richer 
and healthier than capitalist society. Socialism 
enables the progressive tendencies in human 
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development to be assimilated more fully, thus 
confirming Lenin’s words that a new society 
is based on the assimilating of “everything of 
value in the more than two thousand years 
of the development of human thought and 
culture”.' 

The peoples of the socialist countries can learn 
from each other very quickly and very produc¬ 
tively. They enrich the world’s ideological heri¬ 
tage with elements of new national cultures 
and different historically-based intellectual exper¬ 
ience, which means that an advanced material 
and spiritual culture can be developed very 
rapidly. 

Membership in the world socialist community 
has had a great influence on the destiny of 
each of the fraternal peoples. The upsurge of 
socialism helped it to exert growing influence 
on world development and accelerated the 
process of changing the balance of forces between 
socialism and capitalism. The balance of forces 
did qualitatively change in favour of socialism 
at the end of the 1960s. 

This had a great influence on the nature 
and forms of relations between the countries 
belonging to the two opposite socio-political 
systems. Imperialism totally lost the possi- 


1 V. I. Lenin, “On Proletarian Culture”, Collected Works, 
Vol. 31, p. 317. 
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bility of “rolling back” and eliminating socialism 
militarily. 

As each socialist nation advances and the 
socialist states consolidate their sovereignty, their 
mutual ties become closer, more common ele¬ 
ments appear in their policy, economy and 
social life, and their levels of development 
become increasingly similar. 

The objective requirement of the socialist 
countries’ drawing ever closer together stems 
from the very essence of socialism. Whereas in 
the capitalist world the law of uneven economic, 
socio-political and cultural development operates, 
and strong countries enrich themselves by plun¬ 
dering weak ones and prolong in every way 
the backwardness of the latter, socialism creates 
the necessary conditions for raising the less 
developed countries to the level of the de¬ 
veloped ones. The higher and the more similar 
the levels of social development of socialist 
countries, the richer and deeper their coopera¬ 
tion, the more organic the process of their 
drawing together. 

The drawing closer together of the socialist 
nations and countries is all-round and multi¬ 
faceted. In the economic sphere it consists of 
socialist economic integration; in the socio-po¬ 
litical sphere it involves the strengthening and 
development of the socialist system; in the sphere 
of foreign policy among peoples it is the carrying 
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out of a coordinated programme of strengthen¬ 
ing peace and friendship among peoples and 
countering the aggressive policy of imperialism; 
in the ideological sphere it involves the rein¬ 
forcement of the positions of Marxist-Leninist 
ideology, expanding cultural exchanges, etc. All 
the aspects of this process are interrelated. 

Comprehensive cooperation and rapproche¬ 
ment among the socialist countries stem from 
the objective requirements of the development 
of the socialist system. They are organised and 
directed by the ruling Communist parties on 
the basis of the scientific study of the laws of 
world socialism and the dialectics of the relations 
between national and international interests. 


Economic Cooperation 

First of all, let us examine economic relations 
among the socialist countries. Their purpose is 
to create a powerful socialist economy, to ensure 
comprehensive progress in industry, agriculture, 
science and technology. These relations stimulate 
the formation of a unified world socialist econ¬ 
omy, the earliest possible victory by socialism 
over capitalism in the peaceful economic com¬ 
petition, and the increased strength of the so¬ 
cialist community. 

All the socialist states irrespective of their 
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economic capability and level of development 
are interested in improving and deepening an 
economic cooperation. The Soviet Union, the 
largest socialist country, is more self-sufficient 
in power and raw materials and has broader 
opportunities than many other countries in the 
realm of production and scientific and techno¬ 
logical progress. But it is no less interested in 
making more extensive use of the advantage 
of the international division of labour, primarily 
within the socialist community, as it realises 
that joint efforts accelerate progress and provide 
better end results. 

As economic cooperation among the fraternal 
countries expands, economic integration answer¬ 
ing both the interests of the entire community 
and each individual country becomes more and 
more important. Economic integration multiplies 
the possibilities for the countries to rationally and 
effectively use their national wealth and natural 
resources and further strengthen their state sov¬ 
ereignty. Cooperation promotes each country’s 
more harmonious economic development and the 
creation of a multi-faceted economic structure 
which most rationally combines industry and 
agriculture, primary and secondary industry, and 
the production of the means of production and 
consumer goods. The new type of international 
division of labour, which is formed as econom¬ 
ic ties are deepened, helps the countries with 
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a relatively low level of industrial development 
to industrialise and achieve technical progress 
more rapidly, and on this basis raise labour 
productivity. In each socialist country, industry 
has become a leading sector of the economy. 
Great attention is being also paid to agricul¬ 
tural development and the introduction of 
advanced and effective methods of land tenure. 

Expanding economic cooperation among the 
socialist countries eloquently attests in the deep¬ 
ening of the tendency predicted by Lenin, 
the tendency towards the creation of a single 
world economy, regulated by the proletariat of 
all nations as an integral whole and according 
to a common plan. 1 

A great role in the development of economic 
cooperation among the socialist countries is played 
by the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance. 
It includes ten socialist countries of Eurasian 
and American continents. 

The CMEA member-countries have the world’s 
most powerful industrial complex. They produce 
almost a third of the world industrial output, 
ahead of such capitalist “bastions” as Western 
Europe (22 per cent) and the USA (about 30 


1 See V. I. Lenin, “Preliminary Draft Theses on the 
National and the Colonial Questions. For the Second Con¬ 
gress of the Communist International”, Collected Works , 
Vol. 31, p. 147. 
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per cent). The CMEA countries generate a quar¬ 
ter of the world’s national income. 

Cooperation among the CMEA member-states 
is based on the principle of socialist interna¬ 
tionalism and respect for state sovereignty, in¬ 
dependence and national interests, non-inter¬ 
ference in internal affairs, complete equality, 
mutual benefit and fraternal mutual assistance. 

Economic cooperation between the socialist 
countries proceeds in various forms: foreign trade, 
coordination of economic plans, inter-state spe¬ 
cialisation and cooperation, scientific and techno¬ 
logical exchange, to name but a few. 

For the fraternal countries foreign trade is an 
important form of economic cooperation. Trade 
deepens and improves the international socialist 
division of labour and promotes the socialist 
economy in general. It is based on long-term 
agreements ensuring timely acquisition of neces¬ 
sary raw and other materials, equipment and 
other items by each country, and considerably 
facilitates sales. 

Industrialisation has resulted in changes in 
the socialist countries’ foreign trade structure, 
so now machinery and equipment constitute 
more and more of their exports. Trade between 
the socialist countries is constantly expanding, 
as is CMEA countries’ trade with the capitalist 
and developing countries. 

The CMEA countries take special care to 
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develop trade in machines and equipment on the 
basis of multi- and bilateral agreements, and 
specialisation and cooperation of production. 

The socialist countries ensure most of their 
requirements in the main types of fuel, raw and 
primary materials, machinery and equipment by 
mutual deliveries. In accordance with the prin¬ 
ciple of internationalism, the Soviet Union does 
its best to satisfy the power requirements of 
the socialist countries, maintaining its exports of 
oil, petro-products, and natural gas to them at 
a high level. 

In the trade between the socialist countries 
prices are set bilaterally, with world market 
prices taken into account. Prices are usually 
determined by long-term agreements for a def¬ 
inite period, and are not affected by the price 
fluctuation, characteristic of the capitalist mar¬ 
ket. The pricing system in the world socialist 
market is being constantly improved in ac¬ 
cordance with the development of the socialist 
planned economy. 

In 1959, the CMEA countries moved forward 
from coordinating the main indices in separate 
sectors of the economy to coordinating overall 
economic plans. The coordination of national 
economic plans is an important way in which 
direct economic ties between the socialist countries 
are established. This form of cooperation em¬ 
braces both circulation and production, and is 
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being constantly improved and deepened. 

Coordination broadens the scope of operation 
for the law of planned and proportionate eco¬ 
nomic development, and enables all the socialist 
countries - including those which cannot satisfy 
their demands in raw materials and equipment 
via domestic resources to plan their economic 
development. 

Today, specialisation and cooperation of pro¬ 
duction is an effective form of economic integ¬ 
ration. It reflects the prevailing economic ten¬ 
dencies and the process of the growing con¬ 
centration and internationalisation of production 
within the world socialist economic system. 

Some of the socialist countries are quite vast, 
rich in natural resources, and with a large po¬ 
pulation and consequently, have a rather great 
domestic market. This means that production 
can be large-scale, and various goods can be 
produced in considerable quantity. It is totally 
different with the countries without these condi¬ 
tions. If they were to start producing all kinds 
of machines and instruments, they would incur 
losses. The coordination of economic planning 
based on specialisation and cooperation of pro¬ 
duction creates more or less similar conditions 
for the building of socialism in all the countries 
and accelerates their development. The division 
of labour among them enables each to produce 
more with the same material expenditure and 
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labour consumption. 

The international division ol labour does not 
rupture the unity of the national economy. 
It promotes specialisation of its sectors and opens 
the way for large-scale production. This spe¬ 
cialisation which is economically profitable and 
expedient-is pursued on a strictly voluntary 
basis. Natural and material resources remain 
completely at the country’s disposal, and eco¬ 
nomic cooperation questions are dealt with on 
the basis of mutual consent and complete 
equality. Each country chooses the form of 
involvement in the international division of 
labour which it feels most profitable and expe¬ 
dient. 

The 1970s were especially fruitful for the 
CMEA countries’ socio-economic development as 
far as their cooperation was concerned. During 
that period, they doubled their industrial capac¬ 
ity, and more than trebled trade between them. 
This vividly demonstrated the advantages of the 
socialist form of international economic ties. 

In 1971, the 25th session of the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance adopted a Compre¬ 
hensive Programme for the Further Extension 
and Improvement of Cooperation and the De¬ 
velopment of Socialist Economic Integration. 

On the basis of this Programme, the CMEA 
members are deepening and improving their 
economic and scientific and technical coopera- 
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tion and developing socialist economic integration 
for the following purposes: 

to stimulate the growth of the productive 
forces in all the countries involved, and attain 
the highest scientific and technical level and 
maximum economic efficiency of social pro¬ 
duction, as well as the highest possible growth 
of social labour productivity; 

to improve the structure and increase the 
scale of production, while systematically raising 
the technical level of all sectors and introduce 
advanced technology in keeping with the de¬ 
mands of the scientific and technological revolu¬ 
tion; 

- to ensure the members’ growing long-term 
requirements in fuel, energy, raw materials, 
modern equipment, agricultural products, food¬ 
stuff's and consumer goods primarily through 
their own production and rational use of internal 
resources; 

to improve the well-being and raise the 
cultural level of their people; 

to gradually even up their levels of eco¬ 
nomic development; 

to expand the capacity and increase the 
stability of the world socialist market; 

to strengthen the CMEA members’ position 
in the world economy and ensure their ulti¬ 
mate victory in the economic competition with 
capitalism; 
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to strengthen their defence capability. 

Acting in accordance with the Comprehen¬ 
sive Programme, the CMEA countries make 
full use of the advantages of the socialist 
economic system and the international socialist 
division of labour to consolidate their economic 
and defence potential and raise people’s well¬ 
being even higher. 

The Comprehensive Programme sets forth spe¬ 
cial measures to raise the economy of the less 
developed countries to a higher level. It made 
a specific point of ensuring faster economic 
growth rates and higher economic productivity 
for Mongolia, and later the same question 
was raised in respect to Vietnam and Cuba 
after they joined CMEA. 

Another important measure in this direction 
was joint elaboration by the CMEA countries 
of a Coordinated Plan for Integration Measures 
of the CMEA Member-Countries for 1976-1980, 
closely linked to the Comprehensive Programme. 
One component of this Programme is the joint 
development of natural resources to benefit all 
alike, the construction of large industrial com¬ 
plexes which can satisfy the needs of all its 
participants, and long-term cooperation between 
enterprises and entire branches of industry. 

The implementation of the Coordinated Plan 
considerably deepened the fraternal countries’ 
economic cooperation and increased the ability 
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of their economies to mutually complement 
each other. Among the projects which have been 
built within its framework are: the giant 2,750-km 
“Soyuz” pipeline stretching from the Orenburg 
region of the Soviet Union to its western border, 
which can annually transport over 15,000 million 
cubic metres of gas to the European CMEA 
countries (opened in 1979); a 750 kv electric 
power transmission line of 800 km from Vinnitsa 
(USSR) to Albertirsa (Hungary) opened in 
1978; the Ust-Ilimsk pulp-and-paper plant (in 
the USSR) which produces 500,000 tons of 
high-quality cellulose annually; the Kiyembai 
Asbestos Mining and Concentrating Mill (in the 
USSR) with a capacity of 500,000 tons a year; 
new nickel and cobalt-producing enterprises 
with an annual output of 30,000 tons in Cuba. 

The Economic Summit Conference of the 
CMEA member-countries held in 1984 was a new 
stage in the development of cooperation among 
the socialist countries. It outlined the main 
directions for further development and deepen¬ 
ing of their economic and scientific-techno¬ 
logical cooperation towards the end of this 
century. The CMEA countries plan to keep 
up their higher rates of economic growth and 
to raise steadily their people’s wellbeing. For 
this purpose stress is made on an intensive, 
rather than extensive, economy, on utilising 
the fraternal countries’ tremendous resources 
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more efficiently and on improving the quality 
of products. Special stress is laid on speeding 
up the gradual levelling out of the economic 
development, and primarily on bringing the 
economies of Vietnam, Cuba and Mongolia up 
to the level of their European CMEA partners. 
Great attention is devoted to securing the eco¬ 
nomic stability and independence of the fraternal 
socialist countries so that they can withstand 
any form of economic aggression on the part of 
imperialism. 

The economic conference made a new step 
in coordinating the CMEA countries’ economic 
policies, in collectively solving major economic 
problems, and in jointly determining methods 
of direct interaction between interested countries 
in all spheres of material production. First 
priority was given to accelerating scientific and 
technological progress in every way and to 
attaining the main targets of the scientific- 
technological revolution. The Conference out¬ 
lined a long-term strategy for collectively solving 
the problem of raw materials, fuel and power. 
Direct contacts between enterprises will be util¬ 
ised more extensively. The CMEA bodies will 
improve their activities so that interested coun¬ 
tries may adopt agreements on cooperation in 
major spheres of production, science and tech¬ 
nology. 

Special-purpose cooperation programmes in- 
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elude many scientific and technological projects 
to be accomplished on the basis of multilateral 
agreements. 

The fraternal countries are embarking on an 
endeavour of historic importance: to turn the 
1980s into a period of intensive cooperation in 
production, science and technology. They are 
coordinating their national economic plans for 
each five-year period and drawing up a coor¬ 
dinated plan of multilateral integration measures. 
To do this, the Soviet Union and the European 
CMEA countries are adopting long-term bilat¬ 
eral programmes of specialisation and coopera¬ 
tion of production. 

All in all, at the beginning of the 1980s 
there were 120 multilateral agreements on inter¬ 
national specialisation and cooperation of pro¬ 
duction 90 of them in mechanical engineer¬ 
ing, radio-engineering and the electronics plus 
over 1,000 bilateral agreements. They cover the 
production of over 10,000 types of items. 

Scientific and technological cooperation has 
become very extensive, and to coordinate it 
CMEA established a special Committee on 
Scientific and Technological Cooperation. Coo¬ 
peration in this area was based on 120 agree¬ 
ments within the framework of 24 international 
scientific and technological and economic organ¬ 
isations, seven international groups of scien¬ 
tists and experts, and 57 coordination centres. 
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This scientific and technological cooperation 
involves over 3,000 research institutes, design 
groups and institutions of higher learning. 

The increasing level of scientific and techno¬ 
logical cooperation between the socialist countries 
made it necessary to adopt in 1985 a Compre¬ 
hensive Programme of Scientific and Technolog¬ 
ical Progress aimed at securing the CMEA 
countries’ coordinated policy in this field. The 
Programme lays special stress on economic lev¬ 
ers, initiative, socialist enterprise, and on draw¬ 
ing work collectives into this process. 

The Soviet Union provides a great deal of 
aid to the fraternal countries. Soviet scientific 
and technological achievements have helped 
Bulgaria establish production of ferrous and 
non-ferrous metals, many types of machinery, 
including agricultural machines, power engineer¬ 
ing equipment, radio sets, motorcycles, bicycles 
and many other products. Hungary manufac¬ 
tures high-quality steels, organises the production 
of bearings and tackles other important techni¬ 
cal problems. The GDR has used Soviet methods 
of oil drilling. Poland has employed the Soviet 
method to produce steam-turbines, turbo-alter¬ 
nators, high-pressure boilers, coal combines and 
motor cars. On the basis of Soviet documen¬ 
tation, Romania has developed the production 
of tractors, machine-tools, turbo-drills, excavators 
and tower cranes. Soviet technology is exten- 
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sively used in the metallurgical, chemical, textile 
and other industries in Czechoslovakia. 

The successful Interkosmos programme is an 
excellent example of the fruitful scientific and 
technological cooperation among the fraternal 
countries. In its more than ten-year history 
scientists of the fraternal countries, emloying 
Soviet artificial earth satellites and research rock¬ 
ets, have conducted a great amount of research 
in the study of the physical properties of space, 
space meteorology, communications, biology, me¬ 
dicine and the natural resources of the earth. Joint 
efforts by their cosmonauts convincingly show 
that the fraternal countries can work on extensive 
programmes of space research and exploration 
in the interests of all mankind. Their scientists 
and experts have been extremely successful in 
developing new equipments, primary materials 
and technologies, as well as in environmental 
protection and improvement. 

The object of multilateral and bilateral cooper¬ 
ation is to more effectively harness each country’s 
scientific and technological potential, to reduce 
the period of research and of the introduction 
of innovations into mass production to the 
minimum, to help economise on material re¬ 
sources and manpower. 

The following facts outline the scale of 
scientific and technological cooperation. Fol¬ 
lowing adoption of the Comprehensive Pro- 
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gramme, the 1970s saw more than 10,000 theoreti¬ 
cal and applied works completed, over 1,500 
new machines, mechanisms and instruments 
designed, more than 1,200 technological 
processes elaborated and improved, and over 
1,300 types of new materials, products and prepa¬ 
rations developed. In chemistry, for example, 
new types of plastics, synthetic resins, rubber, 
catalysts, chemical consumer goods, insecticides 
and many other products were developed. 

In machine-building, about 40 kinds of agri¬ 
cultural machines were designed, and machi¬ 
nery for the complex mechanisation of agricul¬ 
ture and forestry updated. New types of ma¬ 
chines and means of mechanisation and automa¬ 
tion for the mining industry, as well as over 
80 types of programme-control machine-tools 
were built. Within a short period, the first sec¬ 
tion of the unified system of third-generation 
computers was created. 

In 1979, the CMEA countries elaborated and 
adopted the main guidelines of scientific and tech¬ 
nological cooperation up to 1990. This joint en¬ 
deavour is closely associated with the long-term 
specific programmes for cooperation in the key 
production areas approved by the latest CMEA 
sessions. Most of the joint scientific and techni¬ 
cal projects involving the fraternal countries 
in the 1980s are directly connected with these 
programmes. 
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It has been found that scientific and technologi¬ 
cal cooperation is decisive for intensifying the so¬ 
cialist countries’ overall technical progress. The 
CMEA focuses attention on the most important 
areas in science and technology which are of 
vital significance for technical development, espe¬ 
cially the production of articles that are up to 
world standard, the rapid introduction of the 
achievements of scientific and technological 
revolution and intensification of economic ties. 

In the recent five-year periods, the principal 
emphasis in economic cooperation between socia¬ 
list countries has been quality and greater 
effectiveness of social production and interna¬ 
tional socialist cooperation. This is closely 
linked with the maximum utilisation of 
each country’s internal resources to increase 
economic growth rates. The result is that the 
level of economic and cultural development of 
the socialist countries has become more even 
enabling the time it takes to build socialism 
to be reduced. 

The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
is not an inward-looking organisation. It is ready 
to develop economic ties with all countries 
irrespective of their socio-political system, based 
on equality, mutual benefit and sovereignty. 

Yugoslavia actively cooperates with the CMEA 
and participates in almost all bodies on ques¬ 
tions ofmutual interest. Some areas of this cooper- 
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ation are ferrous and non-ferrous metallurgy, 
machine-building, chemical and oil industries, 
electronics, agriculture, foreign trade and science 
and technology. 

The success of the socialist countries and 
experience of cooperation between them have 
caught the attention of an increasing number 
of countries. CMEA now has agreements on 
cooperation with Finland, Iraq and Mexico 
and maintains relations on various levels with 
more than 60 international bodies. 

The socialist countries are trying to develop 
extensive and mutually beneficial economic links 
with the non-socialist world. The GDR maintains 
trade relations with over 100 countries; Czecho¬ 
slovakia, with almost all the countries of the 
world; Hungary, with 90: Poland, with 150; Ro¬ 
mania, with over 80; Bulgaria, with more than 75 
countries; the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea with over 40 countries; the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, with 29; and Mongo¬ 
lia, with 15 countries (prior to 1952 with the 
Soviet Union alone). 

Economic cooperation among the socialist 
countries plays an important role in strength¬ 
ening world socialism, in its economic com¬ 
petition with capitalism and in consolidating 
socialism as the bulwark of all contemporary 
liberation forces. 


7* 
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Political and Military Alliance 


The purpose of political cooperation among 
the fraternal countries of the world socialist 
system is to ensure the best possible conditions 
for building new society in each country and 
for the development of the world socialist system 
on the whole. 

A common socio-economic system, a common 
purpose and a common Marxist-Leninist ide¬ 
ology impart equality and a truly fraternal 
nature to relations between the socialist coun¬ 
tries. Coordination of policy, joint defence of 
socialist gains, and united efforts in building 
socialism and communism and the struggle 
for peace are the most important aspects. 

Political cooperation among the European 
socialist countries takes place on a collective 
basis within the framework of the Warsaw 
Treaty Organisation, which is a military-politi¬ 
cal alliance based on Lenin’s idea that there 
has to be collective defence of socialist gains, 
on the principles of socialist internationalism. 
Characteristic of the Warsaw Treaty Organisa¬ 
tion is that it is based on the principle of 
equality and sovereignty of its member-countries, 
and non-interference in each other’s inter¬ 
nal affairs. The Warsaw Treaty is a defen¬ 
sive alliance. Article I states that its signatories 
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“undertake in accordance with the United Na¬ 
tions Charter to abstain in their interna¬ 
tional relations from the threat or use of force 
and to settle their international disputes by 
peaceful means and in a manner that will not 
imperil international peace and security”. 

The defensive Warsaw Treaty is an antipode 
of aggressive imperialist blocs such as NATO 
in nature and principles. It is totally wrong to 
equate them which polidcians in many coun¬ 
tries somedmes do. 

The socialist countries are strongly against 
the world being divided into opposing military 
blocs, and the arms race. But as long as NATO 
exists, and as long as militarist forces insist 
on the arms race, the participants in the Warsaw 
Treaty will ensure that their military-polidcal 
alliance is strong. 

The Political Consultative Committee —whose 
conferences are held at the summit level-plays 
a principal role in coordinating the policy of 
the Warsaw Treaty members. Through a fra¬ 
ternal exchange of opinion, the Political Consul¬ 
tative Committee determines its general ap¬ 
proach to the key international issues on which 
the attention of the ruling parties, their Central 
Committees and the governments of the mem¬ 
ber-states is focussed. It also considers questions 
concerning the deepening of all-round ties 
between the Warsaw Treaty member-states. In 
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1976 another important body the Committee 
of Foreign Ministers- was set up. 

The documents adopted at 22 conferences 
of the Political Consultative Committee held 
between 1955 and 1986 reflect the interna¬ 
tionalist policy of the socialist countries, whose 
aim is to strengthen peace and international 
security, and support the struggle for freedom, 
democracy and social progress. Each conference, 
where crucial international issues are discussed, 
promotes security both in Europe and the 
entire world. Many major proposals have come 
out of these conferences, such as that of a 
non-aggression pact between the countries of 
NATO and the Warsaw Treaty, and of a con¬ 
ference on military detente and disarmament 
in Europe. 

All the important issues of international life 
are reflected in the activity of the Warsaw' 
Treaty Organisation. The fraternal socialist coun¬ 
tries’ unequivocal stand in their struggle to pre¬ 
vent nuclear war, end the arms race and achieve 
disarmament answers the interests of all people 
everywhere. 

As they are European countries, the Warsaw 
Treaty states are especially concerned w'ith 
safeguarding and strengthening peace on that 
continent. Thanks to the efforts of the USSR 
and the other countries of the socialist com¬ 
munity, several important treaties and agree- 
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ments have been signed in the past decade, 
broadening the possibilities for equal and mutu¬ 
ally beneficial cooperation between states with 
different social systems. 

The fraternal socialist countries try to ensure 
peace for all people everywhere and always 
support the countries fighting for national inde¬ 
pendence. The Political Consultative Commit¬ 
tee has always expressed the Warsaw Treaty 
member-states’ voice in defence of freedom and 
independence of the peoples of Indo-China, the 
Middle East, Africa and Latin America. 

The principled peaceful foreign policy of the 
Warsaw Treaty member-countries can be seen 
from the fact that they have repeatedly sug¬ 
gested simultaneously dissolving the Warsaw 
Treaty Organisation and the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation, beginning with their milita¬ 
ry organisations. But there was no reciprocal re¬ 
sponse to these initiatives in the West. Given the 
current world situation and the aggressive plans 
of imperialism, which is stirring up war hysteria, 
the fraternal socialist countries are taking the 
necessary measures to strengthen their ability 
to defend themselves and cooperate closely in 
doing so. 

The Soviet Armed Forces are the basis of 
the Joint Armed Forces of the Warsaw Treaty 
member-states. Their military and technological 
capability, ideological and political maturity, 
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moral qualities and combat training are of the 
highest standard and demand. The Armed 
Forces of all the allied countries are modern 
armies with first-class equipment and qualified 
commanders able to direct troops skillfully. 

Military cooperation among the socialist coun¬ 
tries, which extends to practically everything 
the allied armies do, is being constantly im¬ 
proved. The supreme military body of the War¬ 
saw Treaty Organisation is the Committee of 
Defence Ministers which deals with important 
matters like strengthening the allied countries’ 
defence capability and training their armies 
and navies. The Joint Command exerts prac¬ 
tical leadership of the Joint Armed Forces, 
while their day-to-day activity is coordinated 
by its Military Council. The General Staff 
of the Joint Armed Forces directs the troops 
and evaluates their experience. 

Although they are constantly strengthening 
their defence, the Soviet Union and the other 
socialist countries do not seek military superiority. 
They have never intended to threaten any 
country or group of countries. Their strategic 
doctrine is purely defensive. It is for exactly 
this reason that no other group of states has 
made as many constructive proposals on mili¬ 
tary detente as the Warsaw Treaty members. Had 
they been adopted, they would have strength¬ 
ened peace and security around the world. 
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But the NATO countries persist in their pol¬ 
icy of the arms race and the creation of 
“crisis situations” in many areas which jeopar¬ 
dise peace and social progress. 

For more than thirty years the activities of 
the Warsaw Treaty Organisation have shown 
that it is a powerful and effective instrument 
of repulsing the imperialist threat and of strength¬ 
ening peace. It is also the most important factor 
ensuring peace for the people of the socialist 
countries. 

Besides the Warsaw Treaty itself, the bilateral 
treaties between the socialist countries of friend¬ 
ship, cooperation and mutual aid are of great 
importance for the development of world social¬ 
ism and ensuring peace. They unite the fraternal 
countries through mutual commitments in de¬ 
fending their socialist gains, and determine the 
principles and guidelines of bilateral coopera¬ 
tion. 

Bilateral cooperation among the socialist coun¬ 
tries is based on the community of their social 
systems and principal interests. It proceeds from 
the principles of mutual respect, sovereignty, 
independence, complete equality and non-in¬ 
terference. The aim of this cooperation, which 
extends to all areas of political and social life, 
is to help each other in building socialism and 
make an effective contribution to strengthening 
the community of the fraternal socialist countries. 
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Ideological Cooperation 

One of the most important spheres of cooper¬ 
ation among the socialist states is ideological 
cooperation. This helps achieve success in ideo¬ 
logical struggle between the two social systems. 

In recent years, ties between ideological insti¬ 
tutions of the Communist parties in the socialist 
countries have greatly strengthened and expand¬ 
ed. Central Committee secretaries of the Com¬ 
munist and Workers’ parties regularly meet to 
discuss coordination of their ideological work. 
Coordination is necessary for extensive ideolog¬ 
ical and theoretical cooperation among the Com¬ 
munist and Workers’ parties, for joint theoretical 
research, and for the ideological struggle against 
bourgeois philosophy and ideology and right and 
“left” revisionism. The enemies of socialism 
extensively use the mass media for propaganda 
to try and sow bourgeois ideology in the minds 
of people in the socialist countries, to slander 
socialism and degrade socialist ideals. In response 
to the flood of hostile propaganda carefully 
coordinated by special centres in imperialist 
countries, the socialist countries have more and 
more often joined efforts to counter the barrage. 

The fraternal parties together elaborate the 
scientific foundations of the socialist countries’ 
foreign policy, methods and means to be used 
in the struggle for peace, for the establishment 
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of the principles of peaceful coexistence between 
countries with different social systems, and the 
revolutionary transformation of society, and the 
strategy and tactics of the ideological struggle 
under the new conditions. They conduct collec¬ 
tive research into the problems posed by the 
expanding role of Marxist-Leninist parties, the 
influence of Marxism-Leninism on the formation 
of a united anti-imperialist front, and several 
other vital questions of modern social devel¬ 
opment. 

The socialist countries’ cooperation and coor¬ 
dinated activities in science and education are 
expanding, and involve various forms and var¬ 
ious levels. There is a Standing Conference of 
Vice-Presidents of the Academies of Sciences of 
the socialist countries on social sciences which 
coordinates the principal areas of research in 
these sciences. There is also joint research. 
Joint endeavour has made scientific work more 
fruitful, and ensures that the scientific potential 
of the countries of the socialist community is 
used better, that the money allocated is 
spent more economically, and that scientific 
problems are solved more quickly. Direct ties 
between institutes of higher learning in the fra¬ 
ternal countries are becoming increasingly con¬ 
crete. 

Cultural cooperation among the socialist coun¬ 
tries has become an important instrument in 
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bringing people closer and strengthening their 
friendship. It enriches spiritual life and promotes 
the rapid and comprehensive development of 
culture, science and technology. 

The cultural links between the fraternal coun¬ 
tries are becoming increasingly diverse. There 
are exchanges of theatre companies and pro¬ 
fessional ensembles, visits by leading artists and 
writers, art exhibitions, publication of books, 
exchange of films, radio and TV programmes 
which all help millions of people get a better 
acquaintance with the culture of the other so¬ 
cialist countries. Cultural exchanges such as festi¬ 
vals of culture of one of the countries have 
become especially popular, and feature impres¬ 
sive delegations attracting broad public attention. 

There was considerable progress in the devel¬ 
opment of cultural exchange between the socialist 
countries, and cultural ties began to be planned 
for five-year periods. 

The aid provided to the developing countries 
by the socialist states is also a component of 
cultural cooperation. The countries of the social¬ 
ist community have helped many countries of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America set up efficient 
education systems and overcome the cultural 
backwardness they inherited from colonialism. 

Finally, the development of direct ties between 
the working people of the socialist countries is 
extremely important. These contacts help the 
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people in the fraternal countries draw closer 
together more quickly and make the psycholog¬ 
ical climate for strengthening cooperation and 
consolidating the moral-political and ideological 
unity of the socialist countries healthier. 


Alliance of the Communist Parties 

The unbreakable alliance of the Communist 
parties of the socialist countries and their com¬ 
mon world outlook, aims and will are the basis 
of close cooperation among the socialist coun¬ 
tries and its leading and guiding force. Cooper¬ 
ation among the ruling Communist parties em¬ 
braces everything they do, and is carried out 
through various forms and at all levels. 

In this cooperation, the now regular multi- 
and bilateral contacts between general and first 
secretaries of the Central Committees of the 
Communist and Workers’ parties play a special 
role. These meetings are an important factor 
in strengthening the socialist alliance. Current 
and perspective problems are thoroughly dis¬ 
cussed, and measures to extend and improve all¬ 
round cooperation worked out. In recent years 
the focus has been on important measures to 
expand equal mutually beneficial economic 
cooperation among the socialist countries. Points 
which have been underlined include the need 
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for making economic ties more effective, as well 
as the role of developing specialisation and 
cooperation of production based on long-term 
coordinated programmes, and the importance 
of consistently moving ahead with socialist eco¬ 
nomic integration within the framework of the 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance. 

These meetings discuss the most important 
international issues, and concretise the objectives 
to which the fraternal countries divert their 
joint efforts. This raises the level of coordinat¬ 
ing the foreign policy pursued by the socialist 
countries. 

In the 1980s leaders of the fraternal countries 
began to hold regular working meetings to 
discuss in a friendly atmosphere the whole range 
of outstanding issues of building socialism, 
including problems pertaining to individual 
countries and the Community at large. 

There are bilateral and multilateral confer¬ 
ences of the secretaries of the fraternal par¬ 
ties’ Central Committees on various questions, 
regular consultative meetings and exchanges of 
delegations to study the experience of party 
work. Research institutes, educational establish¬ 
ments and the press of the fraternal countries 
also cooperate with each other. 

There are active contacts between party orga¬ 
nisations. For instance, over 130 Soviet terri¬ 
tories, regions and cities maintain direct ties with 
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150 regions and cities in other fraternal socialist 
countries. 

Inter-party cooperation is combined with broad 
contacts between state bodies, public organisa¬ 
tions and work collectives, and the friendship 
societies in the Soviet Union and the other 
socialist countries greatly contribute to this. 
The expansion of contacts among peoples gives 
the relations between the socialist countries a 
truly mass character. 

Unity and fruitful cooperation between most 
Communist parties of the socialist countries 
does not mean that they do not have different 
points of view on certain issues. But the overall 
tendency is the growing unity of the Communist 
parties and the socialist countries, and this is 
what the fraternal parties emphasise. They begin 
from the premise that joint efforts by the 
parties based on the principles of Marxism- 
Leninism, socialist internationalism, equality and 
fraternal cooperation are necessary to strengthen 
world socialism. 


Strengthening the Unity 
of the Socialist Countries 


The history of the socialist community shows 
convincingly that the key factor in successfully 
building socialism is the unity and cohesion of 
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the fraternal countries. Their joint efforts enable 
them to deal with the very complicated tasks 
facing world socialism and effectively accelerate 
the development of individual countries. The 
ruling Communist parties regard it as their inter¬ 
nationalist duty to consolidate the unity and 
increase the strength and influence of the so¬ 
cialist community. They proceed from the prem¬ 
ise that the outcome of the competition be¬ 
tween socialism and capitalism and the future 
of world civilisation depend largely on the strength 
of the community, on the success of each country 
in its constructive endeavours, and on the pur¬ 
posefulness and coordination of their actions. 

Unity, solidarity and mutual support have 
enabled the countries of the socialist commu¬ 
nity to make profound changes and proceed with 
major undertakings in all areas of social life. 
The self-assertion of all nations and their striv¬ 
ing for closer links within the socialist commu¬ 
nity are the two sides of a single process of the 
formation and development of the world socialist 
system. 

Cooperation among the socialist countries is an 
important condition for the successful develop¬ 
ment of the international working-class and na¬ 
tional liberation movements. The successes of 
socialism, its impact on the course of world 
events and the effectiveness of its struggle against 
imperialist aggression largely depend on the 
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cohesion of the socialist countries. Unity of 
action of the socialist countries is an important 
factor in bringing together all anti-imperialist 
forces. This is why not only the Marxist-Len- 
inist parties of these countries but the entire 
communist movement, as well as other progres¬ 
sive and democratic movements, want to see 
the unity of the socialist countries strengthened. 

Concern for greater cohesion of the socialist 
states is extremely significant, because the imper¬ 
ialist forces do everything they can to upset 
this cohesion. In their hope of setting the so¬ 
cialist countries against one another and of sow¬ 
ing discord among them, they spread ideas of 
“national communism”-the theory that nation¬ 
al, specific features are predominant in the 
advance of individual countries towards social¬ 
ism, and that there are considerable differences 
in the paths of development. 

The ruling circles of the imperialist countries 
employ a great range of subversive methods 
against the socialist countries, and try to advance 
their own social, political and ethical values 
as “examples” which the socialist countries should 
follow. They try to impose petty-bourgeois con¬ 
sumer’s psychology and bourgeois world outlook 
on people in the socialist countries. One method 
bourgeois propaganda uses is to try and picture 
capitalists as almost “friends” of the socialist 
society which should be only “improved” or 
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“liberalised”. But what the enemies of socialism 
really want to do is to change it radically and 
reinstitute capitalism. 

Other negative factors hamper the develop¬ 
ment of cooperation among the socialist countries. 
Both the socialist community as a whole and 
the individual socialist countries have many 
unsolved problems. The socialist world develops 
in the course of the struggle between the new 
and the old, and during the solution of internal 
contradictions. As a result, complications may 
arise in specific spheres of social life, which 
can create, in one way or another, negative 
elements in relations between the countries. 

Close cooperation has enabled the socialist 
countries to successfully find the way out of intri¬ 
cate situations which arise as world socialism 
develops and the struggle against the imperialist 
forces goes on. The experience of the Commu¬ 
nist parties helps them solve all the problems 
correctly and timely and improve cooperation 
at all levels of state, socio-economic and cultural 
life. Observance of the principles of complete 
equality, mutual benefit and fraternal aid enables 
the socialist countries to further strengthen 
their interrelations. The fraternal parties want 
to see each other successful, and it is natural 
for them to combine national and internation¬ 
al interests. 

The experience of the USSR, of world social- 
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ism shows that the most important factors in 
its successful advance are the loyalty of the ruling 
Communist and Workers’ pardes to the doctrine 
of Marxism-Leninism and a creative application 
of that doctrine; firm links between the parties 
and the broad mass of working people, an 
enhancing of the authority of the parties and 
their guiding role in society, strict observance 
of the Leninist norms of Party and state life, 
and development of government by the people 
under socialism; a sober consideration of the 
actual situation, timely and scientifically substan¬ 
tiated solution of problems that arise; and the 
building of relations with other fraternal coun¬ 
tries on the principles of socialist international¬ 
ism. 

Whatever the characteristic features of each 
of the socialist countries, its level of economic 
development, size, and historical and national 
traditions, all of them have the same class in¬ 
terests. What unites the socialist countries and 
makes them cohesive is of paramount impor¬ 
tance and is immeasurably greater than what 
may divide them. 

Through greater unity and cohesion the 
socialist community promotes higher rates of 
social progress and creates favourable conditions 
for the successful struggle for peace, national 
independence and socialism. 











Chapter IV. STRUGGLE OF THE SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES AGAINST THE 
THREAT OF WAR AND FOR 
STRENGTHENING PEACE 


Loyal to Lenin’s heritage the 
Communist and Workers’ parties 
of the socialist countries consider 
that the supreme objective of their 
foreign policy is not only to avert 
another world war, but to elimi¬ 
nate war for all time. 

Guided by the Leninist princi¬ 
ples of Soviet foreign policy, the 
24th Congress of the CPSU (1971) 
elaborated and presented to the 
world its Peace Programme, which 
provided the basis for the Soviet 
Union’s extensive actions in global 
politics that effectively helped ease 
tensions in relations between 
states with different social systems 
and consolidate security of the 
USSR and the other socialist 


countries. 
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This Programme was further developed and 
supplemented at the 25th, 26th and 27th CPSU 
Congresses (1976, 1981 and 1986), which took 
into consideration new conditions obtaining in 
the world. 

The 27th Party Congress underlined the need 
to find new approaches to international prob¬ 
lems and called upon all countries to arrest 
the tendency towards a growing war menace. 
The Soviet Union proceeds from the fact that 
the character of present-day weapons leaves any 
country no hope of safeguarding itself solely 
with military and technical means, for example, 
by building up a defence system, even the most 
powerful one. The task of ensuring security is 
increasingly seen as a political problem, and it 
can only be resolved by political means. If 
we take international relations as a whole sec¬ 
urity can only be universal. The highest wisdom 
is not in caring exclusively for oneself, especial¬ 
ly to the detriment of the other side. It is 
vital that all should feel equally secure, for 
the fears and anxieties of the nuclear age gen¬ 
erate unpredictability in politics and concrete 
actions. All states without exception face a task 
of fundamental significance: without neglecting 
social, political, and ideological differences all 
have to master the science and art of restraint 
and circumspection on the international scene, 
to live in a civilised manner, in other words, 
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under conditions of civil international intercourse 
and cooperation. But to give this coopera¬ 
tion wide scope there has to be an all-embrac¬ 
ing system of international economic security 
that would in equal measure protect every na¬ 
tion against discrimination, sanctions, and other 
attributes of imperialist, neocolonialist policy. 
The Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
believes that, alongside disarmament, such a 
system can become a dependable pillar of in¬ 
ternational security in general. In the present 
situation there is no alternative to cooperation 
and interaction between all countries. This means 
that objective conditions have taken shape in 
which confrontation between capitalism and so¬ 
cialism can proceed only and exclusively in forms 
of peaceful competition and peaceful contest. 

The 27th Congress of the CPSU called upon 
all countries to seek ways for closer and more 
productive cooperation with governments, par¬ 
ties, and mass organisations and movements 
that are genuinely concerned about the desti¬ 
nies of peace on earth, with all peoples in 
order to build an all-embracing system of inter¬ 
national security. The Congress proposed the 
following fundamental principles of this system. 

In the military sphere'. 

renunciation by the nuclear powers of war- 
both nuclear and conventional-against each 
other or against third countries; 
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prevention of an arms race in outer space, 
cessation of all nuclear weapons tests and total 
destruction of such weapons, a ban on and the 
destruction of chemical weapons, and renuncia¬ 
tion of the development of other means of 
mass annihilation; 

a strictly controlled lowering of the levels 
of military capabilities of countries to limits 
of reasonable adequacy; 

disbandment of military alliances, and as 
a stage towards this renunciation of their 
enlargement and of the formation of new 
ones; 

balanced and proportionate reduction of mil¬ 
itary budgets. 

In the political sphere: 

- strict respect in international practice for 
the right of each people to choose the ways 
and forms of its development independently; 

- a just political settlement of international 
crises and regional conflicts; 

- elaboration of a set of measures aimed at 
building confidence between states and the crea¬ 
tion of effective guarantees against attack 
from without and of the inviolability of their 
frontiers; 

- elaboration of effective methods of preventing 
international terrorism, including those ensuring 
the safety of international land, air, and sea 
communications. 
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In the economic sphere'. 

exclusion of all forms of discrimination 
from international practice; renunciation of the 
policy of economic blockades and sanctions if 
this is not directly envisaged in the recommen¬ 
dations of the world community; 

joint quest for ways for a just settlement 
of the problem of debts; 

establishment of a new world economic or¬ 
der guaranteeing equal economic security to all 
countries; 

- elaboration of principles for utilising part 
of the funds released as a result of a 
reduction of military budgets for the good of 
the world community, of developing nations in 
the first place; 

the pooling of efforts in exploring and 
making peaceful use of outer space and in re¬ 
solving global problems on which the destinies 
of civilisation depend. 

In the humanitarian sphere: 

cooperation in the dissemination of the ideas 
of peace, disarmament, and international sec¬ 
urity; greater flow of general objective infor¬ 
mation and broader contact between peoples for 
the purpose of learning about one another; 
reinforcement of the spirit of mutual understand¬ 
ing and concord in relations between them; 

extirpation of genocide, apartheid, advocacy 
of fascism and every other form of racial. 
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national or religious exclusiveness, and also of 
discrimination against people on this basis; 

- extension-while respecting the laws of each 
country of international cooperation in the 
implementation of the political, social, and per¬ 
sonal rights of people; 

decision in a humane and positive spirit 
of questions related to the reuniting of families, 
marriage, and the promotion of contacts between 
people and between organisations; 

strengthening of and quests for new forms 
of cooperation in culture, art, science, education, 
and medicine. 

Supported by the fraternal parties of the social¬ 
ist countries, by the entire communist move¬ 
ment, the CFSU has conducted its foreign pol¬ 
icy in a period of important international 
events, highlighted by the further successful de¬ 
velopment of the socialist countries and new 
victories by peoples in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America in their struggle for national liberation 
and social emancipation. The forces fighting for 
peace, democracy and social progress have great 
accomplishments to their credit. 

At the same time, in the late 1970s the 
most reactionary imperialist circles, the arms 
manufacturers, militarists and “cold war” advo¬ 
cates joined forces in a huge campaign against 
detente and disarmament. In the early 1980s 
the situation on the international scene became 
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very complicated and unfavourable. The reaction¬ 
ary grouping that came to power in the United 
States and its NATO allies made a sharp turn 
from the policy of detente to the position- 
from-strength policy. The imperialist circles 
are trying to crush the national liberation move¬ 
ment and interfere in other countries’ inter¬ 
nal affairs. 

Imperialism is becoming more aggressive be¬ 
cause it is trying to impede the strengthening 
of the socialist positions, the success of the 
national liberation movement and the growing 
influence of all democratic and progressive 
forces. It is also more aggressive because the 
general crisis of the capitalist system has aggra¬ 
vated, there are mounting crises in finance, pow¬ 
er and other areas, and the struggle of the 
working people for their rights and interests 
has intensified. Another reason is that the ruling 
circles in the USA are worried about their 
leadership of the capitalist world, which has been 
undermined greatly by the more pronounced 
imperialist contradictions and risky shifts and 
miscalculations in American foreign policy. 
Mounting efforts to militarise outer space, con¬ 
tinued nuclear arms tests, the deployment of 
American medium-range missiles in Europe, un¬ 
ceasing provocations against Central American 
countries, stirring up tensions in the Middle 
East and southern Africa show that the Amer- 
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ican military-industrial complex completely dis¬ 
regards the peoples’ will to stop the arms race. 

The desire of the imperialist forces to whip 
up the arms race is accompanied by loud 
anti-Soviet and anti-socialist campaigns, by var¬ 
ious fabrications slandering Soviet foreign poli¬ 
cy and alleging the aggressiveness of the So¬ 
viet Union. 

Under these circumstances, the socialist coun¬ 
tries are doing everything they can to frustrate 
the plans of the aggressive circles and to ensure 
that their people will be able to live and work 
in peace. The strengthening of unity and all¬ 
round cooperation between the socialist countries 
and greater efforts for peace have become the 
supreme objective of their foreign policy. Joint 
efforts have led to great successes by the socialist 
countries in the struggle to consolidate their 
positions and deal with important foreign-pol¬ 
icy issues. 

An historic event was the victory of the 
Vietnamese people who, supported by the So¬ 
viet Union, the other socialist countries and 
progressives everywhere, defeated imperialism 
and reaction and completely liberated and reu¬ 
nified their country. 

Joint effort by the Soviet Union and the 
other socialist countries have led to the complete 
and final lifting of imperialism’s political and 
diplomatic blocade of the German Democratic 
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Republic, thus considerably strengthening the po¬ 
sitions of socialism in Europe. Cuba, the first 
socialist state in the Western hemisphere, is also 
in a stronger position thanks to the support 
from the USSR and the other socialist countries. 
The result has been that US imperialism’s 
attempts to solve the “Cuban question” by force, 
economic and diplomatic blocade collapsed. 

The USSR and the other socialist countries 
are consistently fighting to have the dangerous 
situations which have arisen in a number of 
regions resolved in accordance with the peoples’ 
will and to eliminate the threat to world peace 
that these situations cause. They resolutely con¬ 
demn interference by the imperialist forces into 
the internal affairs of sovereign states as well 
as the methods of diktat and flagrant plunder 
in various parts of'the world. Being consistent 
opponents of any kind of terrorism, primarily 
of state terrorism which threatens to dislocate 
international relations, the socialist countries are 
prepared to cooperate with all states in order 
to uproot this shameful phenomenon in the life 
of the world community. 

The socialist countries are persistently trying 
to eliminate the sources of war and arrive at 
a lasting peace settlement in the Middle Fast. 
They are exerting energetic diplomatic attempts 
in this direction, defending the Arab people’s 
interests at the United Nations and outside it. 
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providing direct aid to the Arab countries victi¬ 
mised by the Israeli aggression. 

The socialist countries share the position of 
the Arab countries which have opposed compro¬ 
mise settlements of the Middle East issue. They 
begin from the premises that any settlement 
must be comprehensive taking into considera¬ 
tion the interests of all the region’s countries 
and peoples and their right to independent 
existence and development. The Soviet Union 
makes the point that a comprehensive Middle 
East settlement must involve the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from all lands occupied in 1967, 
ensurance that the Arab people of Palestine 
can establish their own state, and strict interna¬ 
tional guarantees of security for all states in the 
region without exception. A number of the Arab 
countries want to develop mutually beneficial 
cooperation with the Soviet Union and the 
other socialist countries, seeing in them consistent 
advocates of a just Middle East peace. 

Ties between the socialist countries and the 
newly free countries broadened and deepened 
considerably. The socialist countries extend their 
solidarity with the peoples’ struggle against impe¬ 
rialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, against 
any shape of domination and oppression. They 
have rendered and will render support to the 
forces that are fighting for national liberation, 
and to the peoples of liberated countries who 
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are upholding their independence and freedom 
in a hard struggle, including their right freely 
to choose their road of social development, 
safeguard the territorial integrity of their coun¬ 
tries, their independence and sovereignty. They 
continue developing all-round and friendly co¬ 
operation with the young states of socialist 
orientation. 

The socialist countries expand their relations 
with the newly free African countries. These 
relations are founded on solidarity with the 
people fighting for freedom, independence, na¬ 
tional and social progress, on genuine equality, 
on respect for sovereignty and territorial integri¬ 
ty, and on mutually beneficial cooperation. 
The socialist countries strongly condemn military 
and political interference in the internal affairs 
of African states and would like to see the 
sources of tension on the continent eliminated 
and the differences between African states re¬ 
solved as quickly as possible. 

Through their joint effort, the Soviet Union 
and the other socialist countries are working 
consistently to wipe out racism and apartheid 
and eliminate the remaining colonial regimes. 
When there was an intervention in the People’s 
Republic of Angola, which had chosen socialist 
orientation, the Soviet Union was the first to 
help the country out. The staunchness of An¬ 
golan patriots, plus support from the USSR, 
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Cuba and the other socialist countries, thwarted 
international imperialism’s attempt to establish 
a neo-colonial regime in Angola. The fraternal 
socialist countries provided effective aid to Ethio¬ 
pia when it was attacked. They consistently 
support the struggle of the peoples in the south 
of Africa and extend solidarity to all the 
countries fighting for national liberation and 
against imperialism. 

The socialist countries pay an ever greater 
attention to problems arising in Asia and the 
Pacific, a vast region with many entangled con¬ 
tradictions and an unstable political situation 
here and there. They call for seeking political 
solutions to the outstanding problems in the 
region so that at least to ease military confron¬ 
tation and stabilise the situation there. 

The socialist countries are doing all they can 
to establish a lasting peace and good-neighbourly 
relations in Asia, and expand mutually benefi¬ 
cial links with many of its countries. Soviet- 
Indian cooperation plays a key role in the inter¬ 
national situation in Asia. Both countries have 
pointed out on many occasions that Soviet- 
Indian friendship has withstood the test of time, 
does not depend on the political situation, and 
is an important factor for peace and stability 
in Asia and the entire world. 

The Soviet Union and the other socialist 
countries have resolutely sided with the Afghan 
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people who are defending the gains of the 
national-democratic revolution. In 1979, in re¬ 
sponse to repeated requests by the Afghan gov¬ 
ernment, the Soviet Union sent a limited con¬ 
tingent of troops to Afghanistan which is aiding 
the Afghans in their struggle against counter¬ 
revolutionary forces. 

The socialist countries believe that many con¬ 
flicts in Asia, Africa and Latin America are 
rooted in the disastrous economic situation of 
the developing countries exploited by imperial¬ 
ism. 1’heir huge debts are fraught with grave 
consequences for international economic and 
political relations. The socialist countries are in 
favour of a joint quest for a just settlement 
of the problem of debts and favour the establish¬ 
ment of a new international economic order 
guaranteeing equal economic security to all 
countries. 

The socialist countries support the legitimate 
and logical desire of the newly free states to dis¬ 
pose of their national wealth as they themselves see 
fit. They support the demand for the restructur¬ 
ing of international economic relations on a 
democratic and just basis, with the interests of 
all countries duly considered. They make a real 
contribution to this process by shaping their 
relations with the developing countries on the 
principles of the international economic relations 
of a new type adopted by the Council for 
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Mutual Economic Assistance. 

The socialist countries consider one of their 
principal tasks to be ensuring peace, security 
and cooperation in Europe. Persistent efforts 
by the Soviet Union and the other socialist 
countries were decisive in bringing about a turn 
towards detente and peace on the continent. 
The Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, held in Helsinki in 1975 with repre¬ 
sentation of 33 European countries, the USA 
and Canada, was a success. The Final Act signed 
by all the participants, contains the principles 
of peaceful coexistence on which their relations 
should be founded, and outlines concrete forms 
of cooperation in the economy, science and 
technology, culture and environmental protec¬ 
tion. Guided by the Helsinki agreements, the 
Soviet Union and the other socialist countries 
persistently support relations of mutual under¬ 
standing and good-neighbourliness on the conti¬ 
nent. 

Soviet-American relations are of primary 
importance for reducing the threat of another 
world war. In the early 1970s, Soviet-Ameri¬ 
can relations took a turn for the better, and 
contacts in many areas expanded considerably. 
Over 50 agreements on cooperation were signed. 
But the reactionary circles in the United States 
blocked the development of normal cooperation 
between the two countries. Spreading the myth 
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of the “Soviet threat” they have embarked upon 
the road of worsening the relations with the 
Soviet Union and are trying to interfere in the 
Soviet Union’s internal affairs and to weaken 
its international positions. 

The 27th Congress of the CPSU (1986) 
emphasised that the Soviet Communists stand 
for normal and stable relations between the 
Soviet Union and the United States of America, 
which presupposes non-interference in internal 
affairs, respect for each other’s legitimate inter¬ 
ests, recognition and practical implementation 
of the principle of equality and equal security, 
and the building of the greatest possible mutual 
trust on this basis. Differences between social 
systems and ideologies should not lead to strained 
relations. There are objective prerequisites for 
the development of fruitful and mutually bene¬ 
ficial Soviet-US cooperation in various fields. 
It is the conviction of the CPSU that the 
policies of both powers should be oriented to 
mutual understanding rather than hostility which 
is fraught with the threat of catastrophic 
consequences for the Soviet and American people 
as well as for other nations. 

The socialist countries regard lowering the lev¬ 
el of military confrontation with the Western 
countries as an important factor in strengthening 
peace and security in Europe and strive for 
taking practical measures along this road. 
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The Warsaw Treaty member-countries sugge¬ 
sted that the participants of the Helsinki Con¬ 
ference pledge not to be the first to use nuclear 
weapons against each other. The Soviet Union 
unilaterally renounced the first use of nuclear 
weapons. Other important proposals have been 
made, which open up real possibilities for freeing 
Europe from nuclear weapons, lead to limiting 
military activities, including setting up low-dan¬ 
ger zones, such as zones free from nuclear and 
chemical weapons, and offer prospects for reduc¬ 
ing military potentials to reasonable limits and 
disbanding military alliances. 

However, the United States and its NATO 
partners have taken the course of changing the 
existing balance of forces and rejected these 
proposals. Moreover, the US has sharply compli¬ 
cated the situation in Europe by deploying its 
new medium-range missiles in several West- 
European countries. 

Today the task of curbing the arms race and 
achieving disarmament is more urgent than 
ever. Imperialism goes on with building up its 
war machine at a rapid rate. The arms race 
has reached an uprecedented scale, eating up 
hundreds of billions of dollars which could be 
used for solving social problems. The stocks 
of weapons are enormous, and they are being 
constantly improved and modernised. New types 
of weapons are being developed, and control 
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over them and, consequently, their coordinated 
reduction may become extremely difficult, if not 
impossible altogether. 

The socialist countries base their struggle for 
disarmament on broad international agreements. 
Persistent efforts by the Soviet Union and the 
other socialist countries, and the actions of the 
peace forces, have led to important results in 
disarmament. There are now conventions in 
force on the prohibition of bacteriological weap¬ 
ons and the influencing of the environment 
for military purposes. There have been certain 
steps taken in the direction of non-proliferation 
of nuclear weapons. This was promoted by the 
creation of the world’s first nuclear-free zone 
embracing most of Latin America. The UN 
General Assembly also approved Soviet propos¬ 
als on guarantees of security of non-nuclear 
states, on the non-deployment of nuclear weap¬ 
ons in the countries which do not possess 
them, and called on the nuclear powers to 
begin negotiations on a complete end to the 
production of nuclear weapons and on their 
reduction. 

The foreign policy of the CPSU and the 
Soviet state, combined with the efforts of the 
fraternal socialist and the newly free countries, 
promotes the positive tendencies in contempo¬ 
rary international life and impedes imperialism’s 
aggressive actions against. 






Chapter V. THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES 
AND THE LIBERATION MOVE¬ 
MENTS 


The Great October Socialist Revo¬ 
lution in Russia (1917) and the 
emergence ol the world’s first so¬ 
cialist state radically altered the 
conditions of struggle for social 
progress around the world. Now 
the liberation struggle had a new 
pillar of support socialism. 

Once the community of socialist 
countries had formed the new so¬ 
cial system acquired greater possi¬ 
bilities of influencing the global sit¬ 
uation in the interests of peace, 
democracy, national independence 
and socialism. The consolidation 
and growth of the economy oi the 
fraternal countries help create 
more favourable foreign-policy 
conditions for the struggle for 
social progress and for all liberation 
movements. 
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When Marxists-Leninists emphasise the spe¬ 
cial position that the world socialist system oc¬ 
cupies in the world revolutionary process, they 
proceed from its historical role as the greatest 
gain of the internationally united working class 
and as the primary anti-imperialist and anti-cap¬ 
italist force. This is the link of the world rev¬ 
olutionary process where all the main econom¬ 
ic, socio-political and ideological achievements of 
the international working class are concentrated, 
creating powerful base from which the revolu¬ 
tionary liberation movement can expand. It is 
in this link that its main potential is located. 

The socialist countries provide all-round as¬ 
sistance to revolutionary and anti-imperialist 
forces. Existing socialism is the principal source 
of inspiration and political support for all lib¬ 
eration revolutions. Of course, its existence 
alone does not guarantee victory, but it makes it 
easier to consolidate it and advance towards so¬ 
cialism even for small countries which have 
been able to cast off the imperialist yoke. 

Lenin proceeded from the premise that a vic¬ 
torious revolution must help revolutionary forces 
elsewhere in every possible way while socialism 
is being built. At the same time, Lenin totally 
opposed those who thought the revolution could 
be artificially speeded up from without. 

Today existing socialism promotes the struggle 
for progressive social change in many ways. 
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By fighting for peace, existing socialism en¬ 
sures the principal condition for the very exis¬ 
tence of mankind and the possibility of social 
progress. At the same time, the steady growth 
of socialist economy, connected by hundreds of 
links to the world economy, promotes the asser¬ 
tion of the principles of peaceful coexistence 
between states with different social systems. 

Existing socialism has a growing impact on 
international relations and encourages their de- 
mocratisation. The principles and standards of 
international relations which socialism has ad¬ 
vanced, such as equality, respect for territorial 
integrity, state independence and sovereignty, 
and non-interference in internal affairs are carv¬ 
ing their way into international life. 

As socialism demonstrates its advantages, so¬ 
cialist ideas win new supporters, inspiring the 
working people’s struggle against capital. Lenin 
wrote: “...We have said, and still say, that so¬ 
cialism has the force of example. Coercion is 
effective against those who want to restore their 
rule. But at this stage the significance of force 
ends, and after that only influence and exam¬ 
ple are effective. We must show the significance 
of communism in practice, by example.” 1 


1 V. I. Lenin, “Speech Delivered at a Meeting of Activ¬ 
ists of the Moscow Organisation of the R.C.P.1B.), De¬ 
cember 6, 1920”, Collected Works, Vol. 31, p. 457. 
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Today socialism has a vast influence on the 
thoughts and feelings of hundreds of millions 
of people. It has shown that it can provide the 
working people with liberty, genuine democratic 
rights, prosperity, broad access to knowledge and 
firm confidence in the future. It brings with it 
peace and support for the peoples fighting for 
freedom and independence. As socialism devel¬ 
ops further it will produce new evidence of its 
unlimited potential and historical superiority 
over capitalism. The socialist countries’ rapid 
and steady economic growth, the improvement 
of the peoples’ well-being and new achievements 
in the economic, scientific and technological com¬ 
petition with the capitalist world make socialist 
ideas more attractive and reinforce the positions 
of the left-wing forces in the class struggle. 

Existing socialism becomes especially impor¬ 
tant in relation to the deepening of the gener¬ 
al crisis of capitalism. Socialism reveals its ad¬ 
vantages, first of all, in the economic area. 
The socialist countries’ steady economic growth, 
crises-free and knowing no unemployment, makes 
a great impression on the working people 
in the non-socialist world. 

The economy is the main battlefield between 
the two opposing social systems. In the forma¬ 
tive years of Soviet power Lenin wrote as fol¬ 
lows: “We are now exercising our main influ¬ 
ence on the international revolution through 
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our economic policy... The struggle in this field 
has now become global. Once we solve this prob¬ 
lem, we shall have certainly and finally won 
on an international scale.”' 

The distribution of the principal forces in the 
global arena and the degree of their political 
impact depend largely on the correlation of the 
general economic strength of the socialist and 
the capitalist countries and their share in the 
overall volume of world industrial output. The 
greater the socialist countries’ production ca¬ 
pacity, the greater their influence on the rates 
and the direction of historical development, the 
fewer opportunities capitalism has to block social 
progress. 

The main tendency in the economic compe¬ 
tition between socialism and capitalism is the 
steady and ceaseless change of the balance of 
economic forces in socialism’s favour. Soviet 
growth rates show that socialism can defeat cap¬ 
italism in the economic sphere. It took the 
United States of America, Germany and Brit¬ 
ain, between 80 and 150 years to increase 
their industrial production 30-fold, while the So¬ 
viet Union did it in 40 years. Two of those 
decades were spent on wars against foreign in¬ 
vaders and on economic recovery. World War 


1 V. I. Lenin, “Tenth All-Russia Conference of the 
R.C.P.iB.)”, Collected Works, Vol. 32, 1977, p. 437. 
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II caused colossal losses to the Soviet Union 
to the sum of 679,000 million dollars (in the 
1941 exchange rate), whereas the USA not only 
did not suffer any losses on its territory but, on 
the contrary, increased its national income by 
96,000 million dollars between 1939-44. 

The fact that the growth rates of the socialist 
countries are considerably higher than those of 
the capitalist states will affect the course of eco¬ 
nomic competition between socialism and capital¬ 
ism more and more in historical perspective. 
For example, in the period of 1950-82 the in¬ 
dustrial production of the socialist countries in¬ 
creased 16 times whereas that of the developed 
capitalist countries only 3.8 times. The rapid 
rates of economic growth in the socialist countries 
provide the basis for raising the working peo¬ 
ples’ living standards and open greater possibili¬ 
ties for further successful development of the 
economy, science and culture. 

The greater changes in the balance between 
the economic potential of socialism and capi¬ 
talism, the more acute the competition between 
them becomes. Monopoly capital is trying to 
reduce and close the gap in development rates 
by squeezing everything it can out of the tech¬ 
nological progress and “integration” of the cap¬ 
italist economy, and by resorting to state-monop¬ 
oly management of economy. But only a few 
capitalist countries are successful, and only for 
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a short while. On the whole, the capitalist econ¬ 
omy remains unstable and is always affected 
by recessions, inflation, unemployment, soaring 
prices, etc. 

The measures taken by the CPSU and the 
other fraternal parties to make better use of the 
productive forces and more fully reveal the ad¬ 
vantages of the socialist system enable the world 
socialist system to gradually gain new ground 
in the peaceful economic competition with cap¬ 
italism. The policy of accelerating social and 
economic development, of making production 
more effective and of higher quality by fully using 
the achievements of the scientific and technolog¬ 
ical revolution promotes the successful offensive 
of world socialism. 

Social relations are also an area where the 
new socialist system shows its advantages over 
capitalism. The potential and advantages of so¬ 
cialism are more and more fully revealed in the 
development of the political system of socialism, 
and in the improvement and deepening of de¬ 
mocracy. T he Soviet Union and the other social¬ 
ist countries have solved the national question 
in a just, democratic way. Their successes are 
especially striking when contrasted with the mo¬ 
nopolies’ attack on the living standards and so¬ 
cial rights of the working people (mounting in¬ 
flation and unemployment). 

By guaranteeing their people socio-economic 
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rights and freedoms the socialist countries give 
a stimulus to the struggle of the working people 
in the capitalist countries against exploitation 
and the dominance of capital. Existing social¬ 
ism and its success in dealing with the most 
important economic, social and political prob¬ 
lems make the imperialist bourgeoisie more 
pliable to pressure by the working class and other 
strata. It has to fulfil some of their most urgent 
social and economic demands. 

The existence of the world socialist system 
considerably limited imperialism’s possibilities of 
openly exporting counter-revolution. This en¬ 
ables the working people to use peaceful methods 
of winning power, to avert a civil war, and to 
make use of existing forms of bourgeois democ¬ 
racy, including parliament. 

Of course, the forms of transition of any coun¬ 
try to socialism are determined, first of all, by 
the concrete balance of internal class forces. But 
the main feature of the development of the con¬ 
temporary world revolutionary process is the 
growing influence of the socialist system on the 
forms, methods and ways of the revolutionary 
transformation of society. 

The world socialist system and the example 
of socialism greatly influence the content, forms 
and socio-economic orientation of the national 
liberation movement. Nations which have freed 
themselves from colonialism draw on the exper- 
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ience of socialism, which helps them find effec¬ 
tive ways of consolidating their national inde¬ 
pendence, overcoming backwardness and achiev¬ 
ing economic self-dependence and socio-eco¬ 
nomic progress. 

Between the socialist and the newly free coun¬ 
tries relations based on complete equality and 
mutual respect have evolved. Alliance with the 
socialist countries heightens young states’ role as 
an important independent factor in internation¬ 
al politics. This alliance is becoming increasing¬ 
ly close, because it is founded on common in¬ 
terest in the struggle against imperialism, for 
peace and the elimination of colonialism and 
neo-colonialism. The socialist countries provide 
military and diplomatic aid to the developing 
countries which are targets of imperialist mili¬ 
tary adventures. Cooperation with the socialist 
countries helps them in their battle for econom¬ 
ic independence and the elimination of econom¬ 
ic and cultural backwardness. 

The developed capitalist countries often boast 
that they are rendering aid to the developing 
countries. But such “aid” leads to further enrich¬ 
ment of the rich countries and impoverish¬ 
ment of the poor ones. This is a result of un¬ 
equal trade profitable only to big monopolies, 
of a disproportion between the prices of raw 
materials which the developing countries sell and 
the prices of industrial goods which they buy, 
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as well as of inflation and the growing prices 
of oil and its products. Capital investments in 
the developing countries also impoverish them 
because foreign profits are higher than the in¬ 
vestments. By the mid-1980s, the mammoth loan 
and credit debts of the developing countries 
exceeded 600,000 million dollars. 

Socialism provides all-round economic aid to 
the developing countries, enabling them to slip 
out of the grip of dependence on capitalism, 
and facilitating the progressive restructuring of 
the economy and other spheres of social life. 
The socialist countries sell the equipment which 
the developing countries need to industrialise, 
and in exchange buy their traditional export 
items, which has a positive effect on the latters’ 
balance of trade and of payments. They provide 
loans and credits to the newly free countries 
on favourable terms. The credits extended on 
these terms by the CMEA countries to devel¬ 
oping countries in Asia, Africa and Latin Amer¬ 
ica were in total worth about 15,000 million 
roubles at the end of the 1970s. 

As socialism eliminates the imperialist monop¬ 
oly on loans and credits, the export of equip¬ 
ment and exchange of know-how, West¬ 
ern capital has been compelled to eschew the 
most vicious and open forms of colonial exploi¬ 
tation, in several of cases to lower the rates 
of interest on credits and to extend the terms 
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of their payment. This is what can be called 
the socialist countries’ indirect help to the young 
national states. 

Overall, the CMEA member-countries are pro¬ 
viding economic and technical assistance to 80 
young states. The Soviet Union alone has un¬ 
dertaken to aid the developing countries in build¬ 
ing or rebuilding about 1,000 industrial enter¬ 
prises and other projects. More than 550 of them 
are already completed and operating. For ins¬ 
tance, in 1957-77 the Soviet Union helped build 
ferrous metallurgy facilities producing 5.3 million 
tons of steel and over four million tons of rolled 
metal a year. Among them are mills in Bhilai 
and Bokaro which produce 40 per cent of In¬ 
dia’s steel, and metallurgical plants in Algeria, 
Turkey and other countries. 

Within the framework of cooperation with 
the young states, the socialist countries pro¬ 
vide considerable aid in training their specialists 
and skilled workers. In all, the socialist coun¬ 
tries have helped train several hundred thousand 
specialists at their educational establishments, 
construction sites and enterprises and at those in 
the developing states. They also contributed 
greatly to training scientists and cultural work¬ 
ers. 

The Soviet Union and the other socialist 
countries resolutely counter the aggressive pol¬ 
icy of imperialist reaction towards the coun- 
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tries and nations which have won their freedom 
and independence. Given the new balance of 
forces imperialism has not in several instances 
dared to interfere openly in Asian and African 
affairs. The strengthening of positions of the 
world socialist system not only led to an up¬ 
surge in the national liberation movement but 
also created the conditions enabling people in 
many countries once dominated by colonialism 
to win national independence peacefully. 

The socialist countries are persistently trying 
to create the best possible conditions for cooper¬ 
ation with the newly free states, and to elim¬ 
inate the difficulties that may crop up in re¬ 
lations with some of them. On the basis of the 
Leninist principles, the socialist countries con¬ 
sistently strive to straighten out misunderstanding 
that sometimes arises and prevent individual 
differences from hampering cooperation. 

The Soviet Union and other socialist countries 
make great efforts to achieve a just and peace¬ 
ful settlement of conflicts arising in various 
parts of the developing world through the fault 
of imperialism. They consistently oppose the im¬ 
perialist circles’ intrigues in the Middle East, 
the after-effects of the anti-Arab Camp David 
deal, and favour a just settlement of disputes 
that have arisen in that region. The socialist 
countries resolutely support the non-aligned 
countries’ idea of turning the Indian Ocean 
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into a zone of peace and come forward as 
advocates of strengthening security in Asia as 
a whole. 

Although the socialist countries greatly influ¬ 
ence the world revolutionary process, they at the 
same time require support of the working class 
of the capitalist countries and the peoples of 
the newly free states. It is the solidarity of all 
revolutionary forces which enables a successful 
battle to be fought for peace, democracy, na¬ 
tional independence and socialism, weakens the 
positions of imperialism and blocks its military 
adventures. All of today’s genuinely revolution¬ 
ary forces which are united in joint action 
against imperialist aggression consider it their 
duty to defend peace, social progress and de¬ 
mocracy. 

Solidarity of other revolutionary forces with 
the socialist countries manifests itself in the 
spread of the truth about the fraternal countries’ 
foreign policy of peace which answers to the 
vital interests of all, and about the practice of 
transforming society on socialist lines. As well, 
this solidarity counters the campaigns of bour¬ 
geois propaganda which is trying to slander exist¬ 
ing socialism, isolate other revolutionary forces 
from it, and blacken its social ideals. 

The struggle against all forms of anti-com¬ 
munism is especially important. The Commu¬ 
nist parties do not consider everyone who dis- 
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agrees with their policy or takes a critical view 
of what they do to be an anti-Communist. 
Anti-communism was and still is an instru¬ 
ment which imperialist and reactionary forces 
employ in their struggle not only against 
Communists, but against all democratic liber¬ 
ties. These forces use anti-Soviet campaigns to 
try and shatter the unity of the working-class 
movement and cooperation between democratic, 
peace-loving forces. 

The imperialist bourgeoisie wants to under¬ 
mine the solidarity of the working people of 
the capitalist countries in the West and in the 
East with the socialist world. It knows full well 
that their growing solidarity shatters the imper¬ 
ialists’ plans to avert the victory of the left 
forces in the West, their striving for neo-colon¬ 
ialist infiltration into former colonial countries. 
The imperialists use most varied methods in or¬ 
der to cut existing socialism from the other rev¬ 
olutionary forces. Along with preachings that 
the interests of the working class in the West¬ 
ern countries are “opposed” to the interests 
of the people in the socialist countries, that the 
experience of existing socialism is “unsuit¬ 
able” for Europe, Asia and Latin Amer¬ 
ica, and other methods of ideological and psy¬ 
chological pressure, the imperialists make wide 
resort to subversive activities, to military “sanc¬ 
tions” against countries which in their struggle 
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for independence seek to rely on world social¬ 
ism. 

One of the imperialists’ aims is to weaken 
the support which the people of the non-social¬ 
ist world render to the peaceful foreign policy 
of the socialist countries, to their course on 
putting an end to the arms race and achieving 
disarmament. Attempts are being made to en¬ 
force on the working people a myth about an 
alleged war threat from socialism, and at the 
same time those who support peaceful proposals 
of the socialist countries are accused of “sub¬ 
servience to the foreign power”, of “orientation 
on Moscow” and even of national treason. 

The object of all these actions is to shatter 
the support which socialism receives from the 
working people of other countries and thus les¬ 
sen its international influence, weaken the world 
socialist system and prevent the strengthening 
of cooperation between the fraternal socialist 
countries. 

At the current stage of the ideological con¬ 
frontation between socialism and capitalism, the 
struggle against various strains of “left”-wing 
opportunism and extremism is a matter of 
some importance. The ideological spectrum of 
“left”-wing opportunism and extremism is very 
patchy; some of the pseudo-left embrace Trots¬ 
kyism and anarchism, others claim to be ter¬ 
rorists, etc. Their revival is one of the indica- 
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What Is the World Socialist System? 


tors of the exacerbating general crisis of capi¬ 
talism, on the one hand, and the heightened 
ideological struggle globally, on the other. In 
their struggle against “leftism”, Communist par¬ 
ties point out that there has to be a differen¬ 
tiation made between opportunism and the relat¬ 
ed anti-socialist extremist movements, and gen¬ 
uine protest against capitalism by radically-mind¬ 
ed non-proletarian strata. 

The forces who want greater cooperation with 
the socialist countries actively publicise and up¬ 
hold proletarian internationalism, cooperation 
and mutual understanding between different 
sections of the world revolutionary movement. 
They begin with the fact that the socialist com¬ 
munity is the key component of the world rev¬ 
olutionary process, its central pillar of strength. 

The struggle involving the approach to the 
experience of the world socialist system is bound 
to touch the general laws of revolutionary de¬ 
velopment and the building of socialism. Revo¬ 
lutionary parties base their political activity on 
understanding and applying these laws. This is 
why the elaboration and perfecting of revolution¬ 
ary strategy and tactics is an important area 
of their ideological work. World socialism’s 
wealth of experience is an inexhaustible source 
of revolutionary ideas. 

* * * 
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During its almost four decades, the world so¬ 
cialist system has been able to deal successfully 
with the key questions of improving relations 
between the fraternal countries and reinforcing 
their cooperation. The consolidation of friend¬ 
ship and cooperation and the unity of the so¬ 
cialist countries is the principal tendency in the 
development of the world socialist community. 
The future belongs to the policy of fraternal unity 
among the socialist countries, the policy of 
peace and progress, and unity with all revolu¬ 
tionary forces of our time. 






GLOSSARY 


Aggression illegal, from the viewpoint of in¬ 
ternational law and norms of international life, 
use of force by one state against another. An 
armed attack against another state with the 
aim of seizing its territory, material wealth, abo¬ 
lition of its political system, etc. The imperial¬ 
ist states frequently resort to indirect aggres¬ 
sion encouragement of subversive activity 
against other states, use of political or ideological 
measures of influencing the population of other 
states, etc. 

Agrarian reform - changes in the forms of land 
tenure, implemented by states or bodies of revo¬ 
lutionary authority. People’s democratic revolu¬ 
tions are usually accompanied by agrarian re¬ 
forms. They are a component part of a social¬ 
ist revolution, which provides the working peas¬ 
antry with land for its use. 

Antagonism irreconcilable contradictions. In 
society, antagonism between opposing classes 
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for example, between the bourgeoisie and prole¬ 
tariat-is resolved only in the course of a revo¬ 
lution. The cause of antagonism in society is 
private ownership of the means of production. 

Under socialism contradictions are non-antag- 
onistic, for social ownership of the means of 
production is predominant. 

Anti-communism the ideology and policy of the 
imperialist bourgeoisie hostile to communist 
theory and practice and distorting the teaching 
of Marxism-Leninism. 

Bourgeoisie the dominant class of capitalist so¬ 
ciety, which owns the key means of production 
and lives by exploiting hired labour. 

Capitalism a method of the production of ma¬ 
terial wealth, based on private ownership of the 
means of production and exploitation of hired 
labour. 

Classes (social)-large groups of people, dif¬ 
ferentiated by their place in the historically-de¬ 
termined system of social production, primarily 
according to their relation to the means of 
production. 

Class struggle -struggle between the hostile 
classes of the exploited and exploiters, constitu¬ 
ting the chief motive force of all antagonistic so¬ 
cio-economic formations. 

Colonialism policy of the imperialist states 
aimed at the direct enslavement of the peoples 
of economically underdeveloped countries. 




152 


Glossary 


Communism the socio-economic formation 
which will replace capitalism. Consists of two 
phases socialism (first phase) and communism 
proper (second phase). 

Competition - antagonistic struggle between 
commodity producers for the most advantageous 
conditions of the production and marketing of 
commodities. 

Democracy -a type of political system based on 
recognition of the principles of people’s power, 
freedom and equality of all citizens. Democ¬ 
racy has a class character. 

Democracy, bourgeois a form of political domi¬ 
nation by the bourgeoisie. It is a democracy 
of the exploitative minority, and serves the in¬ 
terests of the capitalist class. 

Democracy, socialist- the highest type of political 
democracy, ensuring the socialist self-government 
of the people, genuine political rights and civil 
liberties, the equality of citizens before the law, 
the combination of citizens’ rights with their ob¬ 
ligations. It ensures the involvement of the work¬ 
ing people in running the affairs of society 
and the state. The all-round improvement of 
socialist democracy will result, under commu¬ 
nism, in the replacement of the state by com¬ 
munist public self-government. 

Developed socialism- the law-governed, pro¬ 
longed stage of the first phase of the commu¬ 
nist socio-economic formation. It is marked by 
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a high level of development of the productive 
forces and relations of production, and the 
fully established collectivist foundations of social¬ 
ism. At this level the superiority of socialism 
is realised in every way, particularly in creating 
conditions for an ever fuller satisfaction of the 
needs of the people and for their all-round 
development. 

Dictatorship of the proletariat -state power of the 
working class, which is established during a 
socialist revolution. It is used for achieving 
the victory of this revolution, the suppression 
of the overhrown exploitative classes, and build¬ 
ing of socialism. 

Exploitation- gratuitous appropriation by the 
owners of the means of production of the sur¬ 
plus labour, and sometimes also part of the 
necessary labour of those directly engaged in 
production. 

Expropriation- compulsory (with or without 
compensation) removal of the property of one 
social class by another. For example, national¬ 
isation of the property of foreign monopolies 
in many developing countries. 

General crisis of capitalism all-round crisis of the 
world capitalist system, embracing its economy, 
politics and ideology; a condition of the world 
capitalist system that is characterised by the 
crumbling of the capitalist mode of production 
and affirmation of the new, socialist system. 
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Human rights- social possibilities, using which 
a person can live, work and develop his hu¬ 
man qualities. As distinct from bourgeois states, 
where human rights are merely proclaimed, 
under socialism, human rights are not only 
proclaimed but the actual use of these rights 
is ensured. 

Ideology- a system of philosophical, political, 
religious, ethical and aesthetic views which 
ultimately express the interests of social classes. 

Imperialism monopoly capitalism, the highest 
and last stage of its development, the eve of 
the socialist revolution. 

Integration, socialist economic -unification and co¬ 
ordination in a planned manner of the efforts 
of socialist countries with the aim of improving 
the international division of labour, drawing 
together and equalising their economic devel¬ 
opment. 

Internationalism, proletarian, socialist a world 
outlook that affirms the equality and equal 
rights of all peoples, irrespective of their na¬ 
tionality, or race. It presupposes the unity 
and solidarity of the working people of all 
countries in the struggle against exploitation, 
oppression, economic and social injustice. 

International division of labour- territorial distri¬ 
bution of the production of different types 
of commodities among countries which specialise 
in the output of their specific types. 
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Labour productivity the ability of a worker 
to make during given working time (hour, 
working day, etc.) a definite amount of com¬ 
modities. 

Leninism a new stage in the development of 
Marxist theory, named after its founder, V. I. Le¬ 
nin, Marxism of the epoch of imperialism 
and proletarian revolutions, the epoch of the 
crumbling of colonialism and the triumph 
of the national liberation movements, the epoch 
of mankind’s transition from capitalism to a 
communist society. 

Marxism-Leninism - an integral scientific system 
of philosophical, economic and socio-political 
views forming the world outlook of the work¬ 
ing class, the science of the laws of the 
development of nature and society, of the 
socialist revolution and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, of the triumph of socialism and the 
building of a communist society. 

Military-industrial complex an alliance of mili¬ 
tary-industrial monopolies, militarists and state 
bureaucrats in capitalist countries, who advocate 
an arms race in the interests of strengthen¬ 
ing state-monopoly capital. 

Mode oj production an historically determined 
mode of producing the material wealth re¬ 
quired by people for production and personal 
consumption, the manufacture of means of 
production and consumer goods. It represents 
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the unity of productive forces and relations 
of production. 

Nationalisation- transfer of the land, industrial 
enterprises, banks, transport, etc., from private 
owners to state ownership. 

NATO, North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
a military-political alliance of capitalist states 
directed against the socialist countries and na¬ 
tional liberation movements. Set up in 1949. 

Neo-colonialism - a policy of the imperialist 
states designed to preserve or restore in a new 
guise their economic, political, and ideological 
domination of the developing countries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 

Non-capitalistroad the development of a coun¬ 
try which creates the prerequisites for socialist 
construction bypassing the capitalist stage of 
development. 

Productive forces- means of production with the 
aid of which material wealth is produced and 
people who operate instruments of production 
and produce material wealth thanks to cer¬ 
tain production experience and skills. 

Proletariat the class of wage workers in cap¬ 
italist society, who are deprived of the means 
of production and consequently are forced to 
sell their labour-power to the owners of the 
means of production-the capitalists. 

Relations of production- relations between people 
in the process of social production, exchange, 
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distribution and consumption. The character of 
the relations of production is determined by 
the relation of people to the means of produc¬ 
tion. Relations of production take shape and 
develop depending on the level and character 
of the productive forces. 

Revisionism- an opportunist trend in the work¬ 
ing-class movement which seeks to distort Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism under the pretext of its re-exam- 
ination, “revision” and “renewal”. 

Revolution - a fundamental upheaval, a means 
of transition from an historically outmoded 
socio-economic formation to a more progressive 
one. 

Revolution, people's democratic an anti-imperial¬ 
ist, anti-feudal revolution. People’s democratic 
revolutions broke out in a number of European 
and Asian countries in the course of the 
anti-nazi struggle of the peoples during World 
War II and immediately after it. Their mo¬ 
tive force was the broad popular front of the 
working class, peasantry, intelligentsia, small 
and middle bourgeoisie, under the leadership 
of the working class headed by Marxist-Lenin- 
ist parties. 

Socialism the first phase of the communist 
formation, based on social ownership of the 
means of production and on the labour of 
equal members of a society free from exploi¬ 
tation. 
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Social division of labour-the differentiation of 
various types of labour in society, in which 
the producers specialise in the output of pro¬ 
ducts in definite branches of the economy 
(industry, agriculture, transport, etc.). 

Transition period from capitalism to socialism - 
a period of the revolutionary transformation of 
capitalist society into a socialist society, of social¬ 
ist construction. 

State-monopoly capitalism - a modern form of mo¬ 
nopoly capitalism characterised by the union 
of the monopolies with the might of the 
bourgeois state with the aim of preserving the 
capitalist system, ensuring the highest profits 
for finance capital, suppressing the revolutionary 
working-class and national liberation movements 
and opposing the world socialist system. 

State organisation of political power in a class 
society. 

State, bourgeois- an instrument of the political 
domination of the capitalist class and the sup¬ 
pression of their class opponents, primarily the 
proletariat, with the aim of strengthening their 
economic and political domination. 

State, socialist- appears as the state of the dic¬ 
tatorship of the proletariat as a result of the 
socialist revolution; its functions are the political 
organisation of the domination of the working 
class over the overthrown exploiters, the con¬ 
struction of socialism and defence of its gains. 
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With the complete and final victory of socialism, 
the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
gradually develops into a socialist state of the 
whole people. 

Sovereignty political independence of a state in 
its domestic and foreign policy activities; the 
exclusion of foreign interference in such activ¬ 
ities. 

Warsaw Treaty- military-political defence al¬ 
liance of the European socialist states. It was 
set up in 1955 in reply to the military threat 
on the part of the aggressive military-politi¬ 
cal NATO bloc. 

World capitalist system - the totality of interna¬ 
tional economic, political and other ties be¬ 
tween the capitalist countries. Formed in the 
period of imperialism, it is characterised by 
the exploitation of the economically weakly- 
developed countries by the capitalist states, 
and by neocolonialist expansion. 

World socialist system - a socio-economic and po¬ 
litical community of free, sovereign, equal states, 
united by common interests and goals, ad¬ 
vancing along the road to socialism. 
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